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RCW 28A.500.010  Local effort assistance funding—Purpose—Not 
basic education.  The legislature intends to continue providing local 
effort assistance funding to school districts. Local effort assistance 
provides schools in property-poor districts with funding for locally 
determined activities that enrich the state's program of basic 
education, thereby enhancing equity in students' access to 
extracurricular activities and similar enrichments. The purpose of 
these funds is to mitigate the effect that above average property tax 
rates might have on the ability of a school district to raise local 
revenues to supplement the state's basic program of education. These 
funds serve to equalize the property tax rates that individual 
taxpayers would pay for such levies and to provide tax relief to 
taxpayers in high tax rate school districts.

Local effort assistance funding is not part of the state's 
statutory program of basic education, nor are allocations for it part 
of the district's basic education allocation. Beginning September 1, 
2019, and subject to RCW 28A.150.276, districts may use local effort 
assistance funding only to enrich the state's statutory program of 
basic education.  [2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 205; 1999 c 317 s 1; 1997 c 
259 s 4; 1993 c 410 s 1; (1993 c 465 s 2 expired December 31, 1995); 
1992 c 49 s 2; 1987 1st ex.s. c 2 s 102. Formerly RCW 28A.41.155.]

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.
Collective bargaining agreements not impaired—2017 3rd sp.s. c 

13: See note following RCW 41.56.139.
Funding not related to basic education—1997 c 259: See note 

following RCW 84.52.0531.
Expiration date—1993 c 465 s 2: "Section 2 of this act shall 

expire December 31, 1995." [1993 c 465 s 3.]
Intent—Severability—Effective date—1987 1st ex.s. c 2: See 

notes following RCW 84.52.0531.

RCW 28A.500.015  Annual local effort assistance funding—Formulas
—Not basic education. (Effective until January 1, 2026.)  (1) 
Beginning in calendar year 2020 and each calendar year thereafter, the 
state must provide state local effort assistance funding to supplement 
school district enrichment levies as provided in this section.
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(2)(a) For an eligible school district with an actual enrichment 
levy rate that is less than $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value in the 
school district, the annual local effort assistance funding is equal 
to the school district's maximum local effort assistance multiplied by 
a fraction equal to the school district's actual enrichment levy rate 
divided by $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value in the school district.

(b) For an eligible school district with an actual enrichment 
levy rate that is equal to or greater than $1.50 per $1,000 of 
assessed value in the school district, the annual local effort 
assistance funding is equal to the school district's maximum local 
effort assistance.

(c) Beginning in calendar year 2022, for state-tribal education 
compact schools established under chapter 28A.715 RCW, the annual 
local effort assistance funding is equal to the actual enrichment levy 
per student as calculated by the superintendent of public instruction 
for the previous year for the school district in which the state-
tribal education compact school is located, up to a maximum per-
student amount of $1,550 as increased by inflation from the 2019 
calendar year, multiplied by the student enrollment of the state-
tribal education compact school in the prior school year.

(3) The state local effort assistance funding provided under this 
section is not part of the state's program of basic education deemed 
by the legislature to comply with the requirements of Article IX, 
section 1 of the state Constitution.

(4) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this 
section unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(a) "Eligible school district" means a school district where the 
amount generated by a levy of $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value in 
the school district, divided by the school district's total student 
enrollment in the prior school year, is less than the state local 
effort assistance threshold.

(b) "Inflation" means the implicit price deflator for the 
previous calendar year using the official current base, compiled by 
the bureau of economic analysis, United States department of commerce.

(c) "Maximum local effort assistance" means the difference 
between the following:

(i) The school district's actual prior school year enrollment 
multiplied by the state local effort assistance threshold; and

(ii) The amount generated by a levy of $1.50 per $1,000 of 
assessed value in the school district.

(d) "Prior school year" means the most recent school year 
completed prior to the year in which the state local effort assistance 
funding is to be distributed.

(e) "State local effort assistance threshold" means $1,550 per 
student, increased for inflation beginning in calendar year 2020.

(f) "Student enrollment" means the average annual full-time 
equivalent student enrollment.

(5) For districts in a high/nonhigh relationship, the enrollments 
of the nonhigh students attending the high school shall only be 
counted by the nonhigh school districts for purposes of funding under 
this section.

(6) For school districts participating in an innovation academy 
cooperative established under RCW 28A.340.080, enrollments of students 
attending the academy shall be adjusted so that each participant 
district receives its proportional share of student enrollments for 
purposes of funding under this section.  [2025 c 404 s 2; 2022 c 108 s 
4; 2019 c 410 s 1; 2018 c 266 s 303; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 206.]
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Intent—Effective date—2022 c 108: See notes following RCW 
84.52.0531.

Effective date—2018 c 266 ss 303 and 307: "Sections 303 and 307 
of this act take effect January 1, 2019." [2018 c 266 s 412.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 201, 203, 206, and 207: 
See note following RCW 84.52.0531.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.
Collective bargaining agreements not impaired—2017 3rd sp.s. c 

13: See note following RCW 41.56.139.

RCW 28A.500.015  Annual local effort assistance funding—Formulas
—Not basic education. (Effective January 1, 2026.)  (1) Beginning in 
calendar year 2020 and each calendar year thereafter, the state must 
provide state local effort assistance funding to supplement school 
district enrichment levies as provided in this section.

(2)(a) For an eligible school district with an actual enrichment 
levy rate that is less than $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value in the 
school district, the annual local effort assistance funding is equal 
to the school district's maximum local effort assistance multiplied by 
a fraction equal to the school district's actual enrichment levy rate 
divided by $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value in the school district.

(b) For an eligible school district with an actual enrichment 
levy rate that is equal to or greater than $1.50 per $1,000 of 
assessed value in the school district, the annual local effort 
assistance funding is equal to the school district's maximum local 
effort assistance.

(c) Beginning in calendar year 2022, for state-tribal education 
compact schools established under chapter 28A.715 RCW, the annual 
local effort assistance funding is equal to the actual enrichment levy 
per student as calculated by the superintendent of public instruction 
for the previous year for the school district in which the state-
tribal education compact school is located, up to a maximum 
per-student amount of $1,550 as increased by inflation from the 2019 
calendar year, multiplied by the student enrollment of the state-
tribal education compact school in the prior school year.

(3) The state local effort assistance funding provided under this 
section is not part of the state's program of basic education deemed 
by the legislature to comply with the requirements of Article IX, 
section 1 of the state Constitution.

(4) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this 
section unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(a) "Eligible school district" means a school district where the 
amount generated by a levy of $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value in 
the school district, divided by the school district's total student 
enrollment in the prior school year, is less than the state local 
effort assistance threshold.

(b) "Inflation" means the implicit price deflator for the 
previous calendar year using the official current base, compiled by 
the bureau of economic analysis, United States department of commerce.

(c) "Maximum local effort assistance" means the difference 
between the following:
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(i) The school district's actual prior school year enrollment 
multiplied by the state local effort assistance threshold; and

(ii) The amount generated by a levy of $1.50 per $1,000 of 
assessed value in the school district.

(d) "Prior school year" means the most recent school year 
completed prior to the year in which the state local effort assistance 
funding is to be distributed.

(e) "State local effort assistance threshold" means $1,550 per 
student, increased for inflation beginning in calendar year 2020.

(f) "Student enrollment" means the average annual full-time 
equivalent student enrollment, reduced by the alternative learning 
experience adjustment. Alternative learning experience adjustment 
equals (f)(i) of this subsection minus (f)(ii) of this subsection if a 
school district's full-time equivalent student enrollment in 
alternative learning experience courses exceeds 33 percent of average 
annual full-time equivalent student enrollment.

(i) The full-time equivalent students enrolled in an alternative 
learning experience course.

(ii) Average annual full-time equivalent student enrollment 
multiplied by 33 percent.

(5) For districts in a high/nonhigh relationship, the enrollments 
of the nonhigh students attending the high school shall only be 
counted by the nonhigh school districts for purposes of funding under 
this section.

(6) For school districts participating in an innovation academy 
cooperative established under RCW 28A.340.080, enrollments of students 
attending the academy shall be adjusted so that each participant 
district receives its proportional share of student enrollments for 
purposes of funding under this section.  [2025 c 405 s 1; 2025 c 404 s 
2; 2022 c 108 s 4; 2019 c 410 s 1; 2018 c 266 s 303; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 
13 s 206.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2025 c 404 s 2 and by 
2025 c 405 s 1, each without reference to the other. Both amendments 
are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—2025 c 405 s 1: "Section 1 of this act takes 
effect January 1, 2026." [2025 c 405 s 2.]

Intent—Effective date—2022 c 108: See notes following RCW 
84.52.0531.

Effective date—2018 c 266 ss 303 and 307: "Sections 303 and 307 
of this act take effect January 1, 2019." [2018 c 266 s 412.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 201, 203, 206, and 207: 
See note following RCW 84.52.0531.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.
Collective bargaining agreements not impaired—2017 3rd sp.s. c 

13: See note following RCW 41.56.139.

RCW 28A.500.040  Distribution of funds.  Local effort assistance 
funds shall be distributed to qualifying districts as follows:
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(1) Thirty percent in April;
(2) Twenty-three percent in May;
(3) Two percent in June;
(4) Seventeen percent in August;
(5) Nine percent in October;
(6) Seventeen percent in November; and
(7) Two percent in December.  [1999 c 317 s 4.]

RCW 28A.500.060  Condensed compliance reports—Second-class 
districts.  Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws 
in this chapter that apply to second-class districts may be submitted 
in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250.  [2011 c 45 s 34.]

Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following 
RCW 28A.330.250.

RCW 28A.500.900  Effective date—1999 c 317.  This act takes 
effect January 1, 2000.  [1999 c 317 s 5.]
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