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RCW 70.128.005 Findings—Intent. (1) The legislature finds
that:

(a) Adult family homes are an important part of the state's long-
term care system. Adult family homes provide an alternative to
institutional care and promote a high degree of independent living for
residents.

(b) Persons with functional limitations have broadly varying
service needs. Adult family homes that can meet those needs are an
essential component of a long-term system. Different populations
living in adult family homes, such as persons with developmental
disabilities and elderly persons, often have significantly different
needs and capacities from one another.

(c) There is a need to update certain restrictive covenants to
take into consideration the legislative findings cited in (a) and (b)
of this subsection; the need to prevent or reduce
institutionalization; and the legislative and judicial mandates to
provide care and services in the least restrictive setting appropriate
to the needs of the individual. Restrictive covenants which directly
or indirectly restrict or prohibit the use of property for adult
family homes (i) are contrary to the public interest served by
establishing adult family homes and (ii) discriminate against
individuals with disabilities in violation of RCW 49.60.224.

(2) It is the legislature's intent that department rules and
policies relating to the licensing and operation of adult family homes
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recognize and accommodate the different needs and capacities of the
various populations served by the homes. Furthermore, the development
and operation of adult family homes that promote the health, welfare,
and safety of residents, and provide quality personal care and special
care services should be encouraged.

(3) The legislature finds that many residents of community-based
long-term care facilities are vulnerable and their health and well-
being are dependent on their caregivers. The quality, skills, and
knowledge of their caregivers are the key to good care. The
legislature finds that the need for well-trained caregivers is growing
as the state's population ages and residents' needs increase. The
legislature intends that current training standards be enhanced.

(4) The legislature finds that the state of Washington has a
compelling interest in developing and enforcing standards that promote
the health, welfare, and safety of vulnerable adults residing in adult
family homes. The health, safety, and well-being of vulnerable adults
must be the paramount concern in determining whether to issue a
license to an applicant, whether to suspend or revoke a license, or
whether to take other licensing actions. [2011 1st sp.s. c 3 s 201;
2009 ¢ 530 s 2; 2001 ¢ 319 s 1; 2000 ¢ 121 s 4; 1995 c 260 s 1; 1989 c
427 s 14.]

Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 3: "The legislature finds that
Washington's long-term care system should more aggressively promote
protections for the vulnerable populations it serves. The legislature
intends to address current statutes and funding levels that limit the
department of social and health services' ability to promote
vulnerable adult protections. The legislature further intends that the
cost of facility oversight should be supported by an appropriate
license fee paid by the regulated businesses, rather than by the
general taxpayers." [2011 1st sp.s. c¢c 3 s 101.]

RCW 70.128.007 Purpose. The purposes of this chapter are to:

(1) Encourage the establishment and maintenance of adult family
homes that provide a humane, safe, and residential home environment
for persons with functional limitations who need personal and special
care;

(2) Establish standards for regulating adult family homes that
adequately protect residents;

(3) Encourage consumers, families, providers, and the public to
become active in assuring their full participation in development of
adult family homes that provide high quality and cost-effective care;

(4) Provide for appropriate care of residents in adult family
homes by requiring that each resident have a care plan that promotes
the most appropriate level of physical, mental, and psychosocial well-
being consistent with client choice; and

(5) Accord each resident the right to participate in the
development of the care plan and in other major decisions involving
the resident and their care. [2001 ¢ 319 s 5; 1995 1st sp.s. c 18 s
19; 1989 ¢ 427 s 15.]

Conflict with federal requirements—Severability—Effective date—
1995 1st sp.s. c 18: See notes following RCW 74.39A.030.
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RCW 70.128.010 Definitions. Unless the context clearly requires
otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this
chapter.

(1) "Adult family home" means a residential home in which a
person or persons provide personal care, special care, room, and board
to more than one but not more than six adults who are not related by
blood or marriage to the person or persons providing the services. An
adult family home may provide services to up to eight adults upon
approval from the department under RCW 70.128.066.

(2) "Adult family home licensee" means a provider as defined in
this section who does not receive payments from the medicaid and
state-funded long-term care programs.

(3) "Adult family home training network" means a nonprofit
organization established by the exclusive bargaining representative of
adult family homes designated under *RCW 41.56.155 with the capacity
to provide training, workforce development, and other services to
adult family homes.

(4) "Adults" means persons who have attained the age of eighteen
years.

(5) "Capacity" means the maximum number of persons in need of
personal or special care permitted in an adult family home at a given
time. This number shall include related children or adults in the home
and who received special care.

(6) "Department" means the department of social and health
services.

(7) "Home" means an adult family home.

(8) "Imminent danger" means serious physical harm to or death of

a resident has occurred, or there is a serious threat to resident
life, health, or safety.

(9) "Provider" means any person who is licensed under this
chapter to operate an adult family home. For the purposes of this
section, "person" means any individual, partnership, corporation,
association, or limited liability company.

(10) "Resident" means an adult in need of personal or special
care in an adult family home who is not related to the provider.

(11) "Resident manager" means a person employed or designated by
the provider to manage the adult family home.

(12) "Special care" means care beyond personal care as defined by
the department, in rule. [2020 ¢ 220 s 1. Prior: 2019 ¢ 466 s 2; 2007

c 184 s 7; prior: 2001 ¢ 319 s 6; 2001 c 319 s 2; 1995 c 260 s 2; 1989
c 427 s 16.]

*Reviser's note: This RCW reference has been corrected to reflect
the reorganization of chapter 41.56 RCW by 2025 c 290 s 2.

Part headings not law—Severability—Conflict with federal
requirements—2007 c 184: See notes following RCW 41.56.155.

RCW 70.128.030 Exemptions. The following residential facilities
shall be exempt from the operation of this chapter:
(1) Nursing homes licensed under chapter 18.51 RCW;
(2) Assisted living facilities licensed under chapter 18.20 RCW;
(3) Facilities approved and certified under chapter 71A.22 RCW;
(4) Residential treatment centers for individuals with mental
illness licensed under chapter 71.24 RCW;
(5) Hospitals licensed under chapter 70.41 RCW;
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(6) Homes for individuals with developmental disabilities
licensed under chapter 74.15 RCW; and

(7) A medical foster home, as defined in 38 C.F.R. 17.73, that is
under the oversight and annually reviewed by the United States
department of veterans affairs in which care is provided exclusively
to three or fewer veterans, and its caregivers are in compliance with
applicable state laws including any required training, certification,
and background checks. [2025 ¢ 108 s 1; 2012 ¢ 10 s 55; 1989 c 427 s
17.]

Application—2012 ¢ 10: See note following RCW 18.20.010.

RCW 70.128.040 Adoption of rules and standards—Negotiated rule
making—Specialty license. (1) The department shall adopt rules and
standards with respect to adult family homes and the operators thereof
to be licensed under this chapter to carry out the purposes and
requirements of this chapter. The rules and standards relating to
applicants and operators shall address the differences between
individual providers and providers that are partnerships,
corporations, associations, or companies. The rules and standards
shall also recognize and be appropriate to the different needs and
capacities of the various populations served by adult family homes
such as but not limited to persons who are developmentally disabled or
elderly. In developing rules and standards the department shall
recognize the residential family-like nature of adult family homes and
not develop rules and standards which by their complexity serve as an
overly restrictive barrier to the development of the adult family
homes in the state. Procedures and forms established by the department
shall be developed so they are easy to understand and comply with.
Paper work requirements shall be minimal. Easy to understand materials
shall be developed for applicants and providers explaining licensure
requirements and procedures.

(2) (a) In developing the rules and standards, the department
shall consult with all divisions and administrations within the
department serving the various populations living in adult family
homes, including the division of developmental disabilities and the
aging and adult services administration. Involvement by the divisions
and administration shall be for the purposes of assisting the
department to develop rules and standards appropriate to the different
needs and capacities of the various populations served by adult family
homes. During the initial stages of development of proposed rules, the
department shall provide notice of development of the rules to
organizations representing adult family homes and their residents, and
other groups that the department finds appropriate. The notice shall
state the subject of the rules under consideration and solicit written
recommendations regarding their form and content.

(b) In addition, the department shall engage in negotiated rule
making pursuant to RCW 34.05.310(2) (a) with the exclusive
representative of the adult family home licensees selected in
accordance with RCW 70.128.043 and with other affected interests
before adopting requirements that affect adult family home licensees.

(3) Except where provided otherwise, chapter 34.05 RCW shall
govern all department rule-making and adjudicative activities under
this chapter.

Certified on 8/15/2025 Combined Chapter 70.128 RCW Page 5



(4) The department shall establish a specialty license to include
geriatric specialty certification for providers who have successfully
completed the University of Washington school of nursing certified
geriatric certification program and testing. [2009 ¢ 530 s 1; 2007 c
184 s 8; 1995 ¢ 260 s 3; 1989 ¢ 427 s 18.]

Part headings not law—Severability—Conflict with federal
requirements—2007 c 184: See notes following RCW 41.56.155.

RCW 70.128.043 Negotiated rule making—Statewide unit of
licensees—Intent. (1) Solely for the purposes of negotiated rule
making pursuant to RCW 34.05.310(2) (a) and 70.128.040, a statewide
unit of all adult family home licensees is appropriate. As of July 22,
2007, the exclusive representative of adult family home licensees in
the statewide unit shall be the organization certified by the American
arbitration association as the sole representative after the
association conducts a cross-check comparing authorization cards
against the department of social and health services' records and
finds that majority support for the organization exists. If adult
family home licensees seek to select a different representative
thereafter, the adult family home licensees may request that the
American arbitration association conduct an election and certify the
results of the election.

(2) In enacting this section, the legislature intends to provide
state action immunity under federal and state antitrust laws for the
joint activities of licensees and their exclusive representative to
the extent such activities are authorized by this chapter. [2007 c¢
184 s 6.]

Part headings not law—Severability—Conflict with federal
requirements—2007 c 184: See notes following RCW 41.56.155.

RCW 70.128.050 License—Required as of July 1, 1990—Limitations.
(1) After July 1, 1990, no person shall operate or maintain an adult
family home in this state without a license under this chapter.

(2) Couples legally married or state registered domestic
partners:

(a) May not apply for separate licenses; and

(b) May apply jointly to be coproviders if they are both
qualified. One person may apply to be a provider without requiring the
other person to apply. [2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 3 s 202; 1989 c 427 s 19.]

Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 3: See note following RCW
70.128.005.

RCW 70.128.055 Operating without a license—Misdemeanor. A
person operating or maintaining an adult family home without a license
under this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor. Each day of a
continuing violation after conviction is considered a separate
offense. [1991 c 40 s 1.]
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RCW 70.128.057 Operating without a license—Injunction or civil
penalty. Notwithstanding the existence or use of any other remedy,
the department may, in the manner provided by law, upon the advice of
the attorney general who shall represent the department in the
proceedings, maintain an action in the name of the state for an
injunction, civil penalty, or other process against a person to
restrain or prevent the operation or maintenance of an adult family
home without a license under this chapter. [1995 1st sp.s. c 18 s 20;
1991 ¢ 40 s 2.]

Conflict with federal requirements—Severability—Effective date—
1995 1st sp.s. c 18: See notes following RCW 74.39A.030.

RCW 70.128.058 Operating without a license—Application of
consumer protection act. The legislature finds that the operation of
an adult family home without a license in violation of this chapter is
a matter vitally affecting the public interest for the purpose of
applying the consumer protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW. Operation of
an adult family home without a license in violation of this chapter is
not reasonable in relation to the development and preservation of
business. Such a violation is an unfair or deceptive act in trade or
commerce and an unfair method of competition for the purpose of
applying the consumer protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW. [1995 1st
sp.s. ¢ 18 s 21.]

Conflict with federal requirements—Severability—Effective date—
1995 1st sp.s. c 18: See notes following RCW 74.39A.030.

RCW 70.128.060 License—Generally—Fees. (1) An application for
license shall be made to the department upon forms provided by it and
shall contain such information as the department reasonably requires.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this section, the department
shall issue a license to an adult family home if the department finds
that the applicant and the home are in compliance with this chapter
and the rules adopted under this chapter. The department may not issue
a license if (a) the applicant or a person affiliated with the
applicant has prior violations of this chapter relating to the adult
family home subject to the application or any other adult family home,
or of any other law regulating residential care facilities within the
past ten years that resulted in revocation, suspension, or nonrenewal
of a license or contract with the department; or (b) the applicant or
a person affiliated with the applicant has a history of significant
noncompliance with federal, state, or local laws, rules, or
regulations relating to the provision of care or services to
vulnerable adults or to children. A person is considered affiliated
with an applicant if the person is listed on the license application
as a partner, officer, director, resident manager, or majority owner
of the applying entity, or is the spouse of the applicant.

(3) The license fee shall be submitted with the application.

(4) Proof of financial solvency must be submitted when requested
by the department.

(5) The department shall serve upon the applicant a copy of the
decision granting or denying an application for a license. An
applicant shall have the right to contest denial of his or her
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application for a license as provided in chapter 34.05 RCW by
requesting a hearing in writing within twenty-eight days after receipt
of the notice of denial.

(6) The department shall not issue a license to a provider if the
department finds that the provider or spouse of the provider or any
partner, officer, director, managerial employee, or majority owner has
a history of significant noncompliance with federal or state
regulations, rules, or laws in providing care or services to
vulnerable adults or to children.

(7) The department shall license an adult family home for the
maximum level of care that the adult family home may provide. The
department shall define, in rule, license levels based upon the
education, training, and caregiving experience of the licensed
provider or staff.

(8) For adult family homes that serve residents with special
needs such as dementia, developmental disabilities, or mental illness,
specialty training is required of providers and resident managers
consistent with RCW 70.128.230, and also is required for caregivers,
with standardized competency testing for caregivers hired after July
28, 2013, as set forth by the department in rule. The department shall
examine, with input from experts, providers, consumers, and advocates,
whether the existing specialty training courses are adequate for
providers, resident managers, and caregivers to meet these residents'
special needs, are sufficiently standardized in curricula and
instructional techniques, and are accompanied by effective tools to
fairly evaluate successful student completion. The department may
enhance the existing specialty training requirements by rule, and may
update curricula, instructional techniques, and competency testing
based upon its review and stakeholder input. In addition, the
department shall examine, with input from experts, providers,
consumers, and advocates, whether additional specialty training
categories should be created for adult family homes serving residents
with other special needs, such as traumatic brain injury, skilled
nursing, or bariatric care. The department may establish, by rule,
additional specialty training categories and requirements for
providers, resident managers, and caregivers, i1f needed to better
serve residents with such special needs.

(9) The department shall establish, by rule, standards used to
license nonresident providers and multiple facility operators.

(10) The department shall establish, by rule, for multiple
facility operators educational standards substantially equivalent to
recognized national certification standards for residential care
administrators.

(11) (a) (1) At the time of an application for an adult family home
license and upon the annual fee renewal date set by the department,
the licensee shall pay a license fee. Beginning July 1, 2011, the per
bed license fee and any processing fees, including the initial license
fee, must be established in the omnibus appropriations act and any
amendment or additions made to that act. The license fees established
in the omnibus appropriations act and any amendment or additions made
to that act may not exceed the department's annual licensing and
oversight activity costs and must include the department's cost of
paying providers for the amount of the license fee attributed to
medicaid clients.

(11) In addition to the fees established in (a) (1) of this
subsection, the department shall charge the licensee a nonrefundable
fee to increase bed capacity at the adult family home to seven or
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eight beds or in the event of a change in ownership of the adult
family home. The fee must be established in the omnibus appropriations
act and any amendment or additions made to that act.

(b) The department may authorize a one-time waiver of all or any
portion of the licensing, processing, or change of ownership fees
required under this subsection (11) in any case in which the
department determines that an adult family home is being relicensed
because of exceptional circumstances, such as death or incapacity of a
provider, and that to require the full payment of the licensing,
processing, or change of ownership fees would present a hardship to
the applicant.

(12) A provider who receives notification of the department's
initiation of a denial, suspension, nonrenewal, or revocation of an
adult family home license may, in lieu of appealing the department's
action, surrender or relinquish the license. The department shall not
issue a new license to or contract with the provider, for the purposes
of providing care to vulnerable adults or children, for a period of
twenty years following the surrendering or relinquishment of the
former license. The licensing record shall indicate that the provider
relinquished or surrendered the license, without admitting the
violations, after receiving notice of the department's initiation of a
denial, suspension, nonrenewal, or revocation of a license.

(13) The department shall establish, by rule, the circumstances
requiring a change in the licensed provider, which include, but are
not limited to, a change in ownership or control of the adult family
home or provider, a change in the provider's form of legal
organization, such as from sole proprietorship to partnership or
corporation, and a dissolution or merger of the licensed entity with
another legal organization. The new provider is subject to the
provisions of this chapter, the rules adopted under this chapter, and
other applicable law. In order to ensure that the safety of residents
is not compromised by a change in provider, the new provider is
responsible for correction of all violations that may exist at the
time of the new license. [2020 ¢ 220 s 3; 2015 ¢ 66 s 1; 2013 c 300 s
2; 2011 1st sp.s. c 3 s 403; 2009 c 530 s 5; 2004 c 140 s 3; 2001 c
193 s 9; 1995 ¢ 260 s 4; 1989 ¢ 427 s 20.]

Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 3 ss 401-403: See note following
RCW 18.51.050.

Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 3: See note following RCW
70.128.005.

RCW 70.128.064 Priority processing for license applications—
Provisional license. (1) A provisional license permits the operation
of an adult family home for a period of time to be determined by the
department, not to exceed twelve months, and is not subject to
renewal. A provisional license may be issued:

(a) When a currently licensed adult family home provider has
applied to be licensed as the new provider for a currently licensed
adult family home, the application has been initially processed, and
all that remains to complete the application process is an on-site
inspection; or

(b) Under exceptional circumstances, such as the sudden and
unexpected death of the sole provider of an adult family home.

Certified on 8/15/2025 Combined Chapter 70.128 RCW Page 9



(2) In order to prevent disruption to current residents, the
department shall give priority processing to an application for a
change of ownership:

(a) At the request of the currently licensed provider; or

(b) When the department has issued a provisional license. [2018
c 160 s 1; 2001 ¢ 319 s 10.]

RCW 70.128.065 Multiple facility operators—Requirements—
Licensure of additional homes. (1) A multiple facility operator must
successfully demonstrate to the department financial solvency and
management experience for the homes under its ownership and the
ability to meet other relevant safety, health, and operating standards
pertaining to the operation of multiple homes, including ways to
mitigate the potential impact of vehicular traffic related to the
operation of the homes.

(2) The department shall only accept and process an application
for licensure of an additional home when:

(a) A period of no less than twenty-four months has passed since
the issuance of the initial adult family home license; and

(b) The department has taken no enforcement actions against the
applicant's currently licensed adult family homes during the twenty-
four months prior to application.

(3) (a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the
department shall only accept and process an additional application for
licensure of other adult family homes when twelve months has passed
since the previous adult family home license, and the department has
taken no enforcement actions against the applicant's currently
licensed adult family homes during the twelve months prior to
application.

(b) The department shall accept and process applications for
licensure of additional adult family homes when less than twelve
months have passed since the previous adult family home license, if
the applications are due to the change in ownership of existing adult
family homes that are currently licensed and the department has taken
no enforcement actions against the applicant's currently licensed
adult family homes during the twelve months prior to application.

(4) In the event of serious noncompliance leading to the
imposition of one or more actions listed in RCW 70.128.160(2) for
violation of federal, state, or local laws, or regulations relating to
provision of care or services to vulnerable adults or children, the
department is authorized to take one or more actions listed in RCW
70.128.160(2) against any home or homes operated by the provider if
there is a violation in the home or homes.

(5) In the event of serious noncompliance in a home operated by a
provider with multiple adult family homes, leading to the imposition
of one or more actions listed in RCW 70.128.160(2), the department
shall inspect the other homes operated by the provider to determine
whether the same or related deficiencies are present in those homes.
The cost of these additional inspections may be imposed on the
provider as a civil penalty up to a maximum of three hundred dollars
per additional inspection.

(6) A provider is ultimately responsible for the day-to-day
operations of each licensed home. [2013 ¢ 185 s 1; 2011 1st sp.s. c 3
s 203; 1996 c 81 s 6.]

Certified on 8/15/2025 Combined Chapter 70.128 RCW Page 10



Finding—Intent—2011l 1st sp.s. ¢ 3: See note following RCW
70.128.005.

Effective date—1996 c 81: See note following RCW 70.128.120.

RCW 70.128.066 Seven or eight bed adult family homes—
Requirements—Licensure. (1) An applicant requesting to increase bed
capacity to seven or eight beds must successfully demonstrate to the
department financial solvency and management experience for the home
under its ownership and the ability to meet other relevant safety,
health, and operating standards pertaining to the operation of an
eight bed home, including the ability to meet the needs of all current
and prospective residents and ways to mitigate the potential impact of
vehicular traffic related to the operation of the home.

(2) The department may only accept and process an application to
increase the bed capacity to seven or eight beds when:

(a) A period of no less than twenty-four months has passed since
the issuance of the initial adult family home license;

(b) The home has been licensed for six residents for at least
twelve months prior to application;

(c) The home has completed two full inspections that have
resulted in no enforcement actions. For adult family homes applying to
increase bed capacity under this section prior to January 1, 2026, the
department may:

(i) Complete the first inspection upon receipt of an application
to increase bed capacity if the home has otherwise met the
requirements of this section.

(ii) Complete a second inspection upon receipt of an application
to increase bed capacity if at least six months have passed since the
first inspection;

(d) The home has submitted an attestation that an increase in the
number of beds will not adversely affect the health, safety, or
quality of life of current residents of the home;

(e) The home has demonstrated to the department the ability to
comply with the emergency evacuation standards established by the
department in rule;

(f) The home has a residential sprinkler system in place in order
to serve residents who require assistance during an evacuation; and

(g) The home has paid any fees associated with licensure or
additional inspections.

(3) The department shall accept and process applications under
RCW 70.128.060(13) for a seven or eight bed adult family home only if:

(a) The new provider is a provider of a currently licensed adult
family home that has been licensed for a period of no less than
twenty-four months since the issuance of the initial adult family home
license;

(b) The new provider's current adult family home has been
licensed for six or more residents for at least twelve months prior to
application; and

(c) The adult family home has completed at least two full
inspections, and the most recent two full inspections have resulted in
no enforcement actions.

(4) Prior to issuing a license to operate a seven or eight bed
adult family home, the department shall:
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(a) Notify the local jurisdiction in which the home is located,
in writing, of the applicant's request to increase bed capacity, and
allow the local jurisdiction to provide any recommendations to the
department as to whether or not the department should approve the
applicant's request to increase its bed capacity to seven or eight
beds; and

(b) Conduct an inspection to determine compliance with licensing
standards and the ability to meet the needs of eight residents.

(5) In addition to the consideration of other criteria
established in this section, the department shall consider comments
received from current residents of the adult family home related to
the quality of care and quality of life offered by the home, as well
as their views regarding the addition of one or two more residents.

(6) Upon application for an initial seven or eight bed adult
family home, a home must provide at least sixty days' notice to all
residents and the residents' designated representatives that the home
has applied for a license to admit up to seven or eight residents
before admitting a seventh resident. The notice must be in writing and
written in a manner or language that is understood by the residents
and the residents' designated representatives.

(7) In the event of serious noncompliance in a seven or eight bed
adult family home, in addition to, or in lieu of, the imposition of
one or more actions listed in RCW 70.128.160(2), the department may
revoke the adult family home's authority to accept more than six
residents. [2024 ¢ 147 s 1; 2020 c 220 s 2.]

RCW 70.128.070 License—Inspections—Correction of violations.
(1) A license shall remain valid unless voluntarily surrendered,
suspended, or revoked in accordance with this chapter.

(2) (a) Homes applying for a license shall be inspected at the
time of licensure.

(b) (1) Homes licensed by the department shall be inspected at
least every eighteen months, with an annual average of fifteen months.
However, an adult family home may be allowed to continue without
inspection for two years if the adult family home had no inspection
citations for the past three consecutive inspections and has received
no written notice of violations resulting from complaint
investigations during that same time period.

(ii) For adult family homes applying to increase bed capacity
under RCW 70.128.066 prior to January 1, 2026, the department may:

(A) Complete the first inspection upon receipt of an application
to increase bed capacity if the home has otherwise met the
requirements of RCW 70.128.066.

(B) Complete a second inspection upon receipt of an application
to increase bed capacity if at least six months have passed since the
first inspection.

(c) The department may make an unannounced inspection of a
licensed home at any time to assure that the home and provider are in
compliance with this chapter and the rules adopted under this chapter.

(d) If a pandemic, natural disaster, or other declared state of
emergency prevents the department from completing inspections
according to the timeline in this subsection, the department shall
adopt rules to reestablish inspection timelines based on the length of
time since last inspection, compliance history of each facility, and
immediate health or safety concerns.
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(1) Rules adopted under this subsection (2) (d) are effective
until the termination of the pandemic, natural disaster, or other
declared state of emergency or until the department determines that
all facility inspections are occurring according to time frames
established in (b) of this subsection, whichever is later. Once the
department determines a rule adopted under this subsection (2) (d) is
no longer necessary, it must repeal the rule under RCW 34.05.353.

(ii) Within 12 months of the termination of the pandemic, natural
disaster, or declared state of emergency, the department shall conduct
a review of inspection compliance with (b) of this subsection and
provide the legislature with a report.

(3) If the department finds that the home is not in compliance
with this chapter, it shall require the home to correct any violations
as provided in this chapter. [2024 ¢ 147 s 2; 2021 c 203 s 13; 2011
1st sp.s. ¢ 3 s 204; 2004 c 143 s 1; 1998 ¢ 272 s 4; 1995 1st sp.s. c
18 s 22; 1989 ¢ 427 s 22.]

Effective date—Retroactive application—2021 c 203: See note
following RCW 43.43.832.

Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 3: See note following RCW
70.128.005.

Findings—Severability—Effective date—1998 c 272: See notes
following RCW 18.20.230.

Conflict with federal requirements—Severability—Effective date—
1995 1st sp.s. c 18: See notes following RCW 74.39A.030.

RCW 70.128.080 License and inspection report—Availability for
review. An adult family home shall have readily available for review
by the department, residents, and the public:

(1) Its license to operate; and

(2) A copy of each inspection report received by the home from
the department for the past three years. [1995 1st sp.s. c 18 s 23;
1989 ¢ 427 s 21.]

Conflict with federal requirements—Severability—Effective date—
1995 1st sp.s. c 18: See notes following RCW 74.39A.030.

RCW 70.128.090 Inspections—Generally. (1) During inspections
of an adult family home, the department shall have access and
authority to examine areas and articles in the home used to provide
care or support to residents, including residents' records, accounts,
and the physical premises, including the buildings, grounds, and
equipment. The personal records of the provider are not subject to
department inspection nor is the separate bedroom of the provider, not
used in direct care of a client, subject to review. The department may
inspect all rooms during the initial licensing of the home. However,
during a complaint investigation, the department shall have access to
the entire premises and all pertinent records when necessary to
conduct official business. The department also shall have the
authority to interview the provider and residents of an adult family
home.
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(2) Whenever an inspection is conducted, the department shall
prepare a written report that summarizes all information obtained
during the inspection, and if the home is in violation of this
chapter, serve a copy of the inspection report upon the provider at
the same time as a notice of violation. This notice shall be mailed to
the provider within ten working days of the completion of the
inspection process. If the home is not in violation of this chapter, a
copy of the inspection report shall be mailed to the provider within
ten calendar days of the inspection of the home. All inspection
reports shall be made available to the public at the department during
business hours.

(3) The provider shall develop corrective measures for any
violations found by the department's inspection. The department shall
upon request provide consultation and technical assistance to assist
the provider in developing effective corrective measures. The
department shall include a statement of the provider's cor