RCW 18.88B.070 Nurse delegated tasks. (1) The legislature
recognizes that nurses have been successfully delegating nursing care
tasks to family members and others for many years. The opportunity for
a nurse to delegate nursing care tasks to home care aides certified
under this chapter may enhance the viability and gquality of health
care services in community-based care settings and in-home care
settings to allow individuals to live as independently as possible
with maximum safeguards.

(2) (a) A certified home care aide who wishes to perform a nurse
delegated task pursuant to RCW 18.79.260 must complete nurse
delegation core training under chapter 18.88A RCW before the home care
aide may be delegated a nursing care task by a registered nurse
delegator. Before administering insulin, a home care aide must also
complete the specialized diabetes nurse delegation training under
chapter 18.88A RCW. Before commencing any specific nursing care tasks
authorized under RCW 18.79.260, the home care aide must:

(1) Provide to the delegating nurse a transcript or certificate
of successful completion of training issued by an approved instructor
or approved training entity indicating the completion of basic core
nurse delegation training; and

(ii) Meet any additional training requirements mandated by the
state board of nursing. Any exception to these training requirements
is subject to RCW 18.79.260(3) (e) (vi) .

(b) In addition to meeting the requirements of (a) of this
subsection, before providing delegated nursing care tasks that involve
administration of insulin by injection to individuals with diabetes,
the home care aide must provide to the delegating nurse a transcript
or certificate of successful completion of training issued by an
approved instructor or approved training entity indicating completion
of specialized diabetes nurse delegation training. The training must
include, but is not limited to, instruction regarding diabetes,
insulin, sliding scale insulin orders, and proper injection
procedures.

(3) The home care aide is accountable for his or her own
individual actions in the delegation process. Home care aides
accurately following written delegation instructions from a registered
nurse are immune from liability regarding the performance of the
delegated duties.

(4) Home care aides are not subject to any employer reprisal or
disciplinary action by the secretary for refusing to accept delegation
of a nursing care task based on his or her concerns about patient
safety issues. No provider of a community-based care setting as
defined in RCW 18.79.260, or in-home services agency as defined in RCW
70.127.010, may discriminate or retaliate in any manner against a
person because the person made a complaint about the nurse delegation
process or cooperated in the investigation of the complaint. [2025 ¢
58 s 5042; 2012 ¢ 1064 s 406.]

Explanatory note—2025 c 58: See note following RCW 1.16.050.

Finding—Intent—Rules—Effective date—2012 c 164: See notes
following RCW 18.88B.010.
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