
RCW 36.70A.842  Transit-oriented development—Off-street parking. 
(1) To encourage transit-oriented development and transit use and 
resulting substantial environmental benefits, cities planning under 
RCW 36.70A.040 may not require off-street automobile parking as a 
condition of permitting residential or mixed-use development within a 
station area as defined in RCW 36.70A.030, except for off-street 
automobile parking that is permanently marked for the exclusive use of 
individuals with disabilities or parking that is permanently marked 
for the short-term exclusive use of delivery vehicles.

(2) If a project permit application within a station area, as 
defined in RCW 36.70B.020, does not provide parking in compliance with 
this section, the proposed absence of parking may not be treated as a 
basis for issuance of a determination of significance pursuant to 
chapter 43.21C RCW.

(3) The parking provisions of this section do not apply:
(a) If a local government submits to the department an empirical 

study prepared by a credentialed transportation or land use planning 
expert that clearly demonstrates, and the department finds and 
certifies, that the application of the parking limitations under 
subsection (1) of this section will be significantly less safe for 
automobile drivers or passengers, pedestrians, or bicyclists than if 
the jurisdiction's parking requirements were applied to the same 
location. The department must develop guidance to assist cities and 
counties on items to include in the study; or

(b) To portions of cities within a one-mile radius of a 
commercial airport in Washington with at least 9,000,000 annual 
enplanements.

(4) If a residential or mixed-use development provides parking 
for residential uses in excess of what is required in subsection (1) 
of this section, cities planning under RCW 36.70A.040 may enact or 
enforce development regulations to:

(a) Require a share of any provided residential parking to be 
distributed between units designated as affordable housing and units 
offered at market rate; and

(b) Include all or a portion of the cost of unbundled parking 
charges into the monthly cost for rental units designated as 
affordable housing.  [2025 c 267 s 5.]

Findings—2025 c 267: See note following RCW 36.70A.840.
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