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RCW 43.185C.005  Findings.  Despite laudable efforts by all 
levels of government, private individuals, nonprofit organizations, 
and charitable foundations to end homelessness, the number of homeless 
persons in Washington is unacceptably high. The state's homeless 
population, furthermore, includes a large number of families with 
children, youth, and employed persons. The legislature finds that the 
fiscal and societal costs of homelessness are high for both the public 
and private sectors, and that ending homelessness should be a goal for 
state and local government.
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The legislature finds that there are many causes of homelessness, 
including a shortage of affordable housing; a shortage of family-wage 
jobs which undermines housing affordability; a lack of an accessible 
and affordable health care system available to all who suffer from 
physical and mental illnesses and chemical and alcohol dependency; 
domestic violence; and a lack of education and job skills necessary to 
acquire adequate wage jobs in the economy of the twenty-first century.

The support and commitment of all sectors of the statewide 
community is critical to the chances of success in ending homelessness 
in Washington. While the provision of housing and housing-related 
services to the homeless should be administered at the local level to 
best address specific community needs, the legislature also recognizes 
the need for the state to play a primary coordinating, supporting, and 
monitoring role. There must be a clear assignment of responsibilities 
and a clear statement of achievable and quantifiable goals. Systematic 
statewide data collection on homelessness in Washington must be a 
critical component of such a program enabling the state to work with 
local governments to count homeless persons and assist them in finding 
housing.

The systematic collection and rigorous evaluation of homeless 
data, a search for and implementation through adequate resource 
allocation of best practices, and the systematic measurement of 
progress toward interim goals and the ultimate goal of ending 
homelessness are all necessary components of a statewide effort to end 
homelessness in Washington by July 1, 2015.  [2005 c 484 s 1.]

RCW 43.185C.010  Definitions.  The definitions in this section 
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise.

(1) "Administrator" means the individual who has the daily 
administrative responsibility of a crisis residential center.

(2) "Child in need of services petition" means a petition filed 
in juvenile court by a parent, child, or the department of children, 
youth, and families seeking adjudication of placement of the child.

(3) "Community action agency" means a nonprofit private or public 
organization established under the economic opportunity act of 1964.

(4) "Crisis residential center" means a secure or semi-secure 
facility established pursuant to chapter 74.13 RCW.

(5) "Department" means the department of commerce.
(6) "Director" means the director of the department of commerce.
(7) "Home security fund account" means the state treasury account 

receiving income from revenue under RCW 36.22.250(2)(c), and all other 
sources directed to the homeless housing and assistance program.

(8) "Homeless housing grant program" means the vehicle by which 
competitive grants are awarded by the department, utilizing moneys 
from the home security fund account, to local governments for programs 
directly related to housing homeless individuals and families, 
addressing the root causes of homelessness, preventing homelessness, 
collecting data on homeless individuals, and other efforts directly 
related to housing homeless persons.

(9) "Homeless housing plan" means the five-year plan developed by 
the county or other local government to address housing for homeless 
persons.

(10) "Homeless housing program" means the program authorized 
under this chapter as administered by the department at the state 
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level and by the local government or its designated subcontractor at 
the local level.

(11) "Homeless housing strategic plan" means the five-year plan 
developed by the department, in consultation with the interagency 
council on homelessness, the affordable housing advisory board, and 
the state advisory council on homelessness.

(12) "Homeless person" means an individual living outside or in a 
building not meant for human habitation or which they have no legal 
right to occupy, in an emergency shelter, or in a temporary housing 
program which may include a transitional and supportive housing 
program if habitation time limits exist. This definition includes 
substance abusers, people with mental illness, and sex offenders who 
are homeless.

(13) "HOPE center" means an agency licensed by the secretary of 
the department of children, youth, and families to provide temporary 
residential placement and other services to street youth. A street 
youth may remain in a HOPE center for 90 days while services are 
arranged and permanent placement is coordinated. No street youth may 
stay longer than 90 days unless approved by the department and any 
additional days approved by the department must be based on the 
unavailability of a long-term placement option. A street youth whose 
parent wants him or her returned to home may remain in a HOPE center 
until his or her parent arranges return of the youth, not longer. All 
other street youth must have court approval under chapter 13.34 or 
13.32A RCW to remain in a HOPE center up to 90 days.

(14) "Housing authority" means any of the public corporations 
created by chapter 35.82 RCW.

(15) "Housing continuum" means the progression of individuals 
along a housing-focused continuum with homelessness at one end and 
homeownership at the other.

(16) "Interagency council on homelessness" means a committee 
appointed by the governor and consisting of, at least, policy level 
representatives of the following entities: (a) The department of 
commerce; (b) the department of corrections; (c) the department of 
children, youth, and families; (d) the department of veterans affairs; 
and (e) the department of health.

(17) "Local government" means a county government in the state of 
Washington or a city government, if the legislative authority of the 
city affirmatively elects to accept the responsibility for housing 
homeless persons within its borders.

(18) "Local homeless housing task force" means a voluntary local 
committee created to advise a local government on the creation of a 
local homeless housing plan and participate in a local homeless 
housing program. It must include a representative of the county, a 
representative of the largest city located within the county, at least 
one homeless or formerly homeless person, such other members as may be 
required to maintain eligibility for federal funding related to 
housing programs and services and if feasible, a representative of a 
private nonprofit organization with experience in low-income housing.

(19) "Long-term private or public housing" means subsidized and 
unsubsidized rental or owner-occupied housing in which there is no 
established time limit for habitation of less than two years.

(20) "Performance measurement" means the process of comparing 
specific measures of success against ultimate and interim goals.

(21) "Secure facility" means a crisis residential center, or 
portion thereof, that has locking doors, locking windows, or a secured 
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perimeter, designed and operated to prevent a child from leaving 
without permission of the facility staff.

(22) "Semi-secure facility" means any facility including, but not 
limited to, crisis residential centers or specialized foster family 
homes, operated in a manner to reasonably assure that youth placed 
there will not run away. Pursuant to rules established by the facility 
administrator, the facility administrator shall establish reasonable 
hours for residents to come and go from the facility such that no 
residents are free to come and go at all hours of the day and night. 
To prevent residents from taking unreasonable actions, the facility 
administrator, where appropriate, may condition a resident's leaving 
the facility upon the resident being accompanied by the administrator 
or the administrator's designee and the resident may be required to 
notify the administrator or the administrator's designee of any intent 
to leave, his or her intended destination, and the probable time of 
his or her return to the center.

(23) "Staff secure facility" means a structured group care 
facility licensed under rules adopted by the department of children, 
youth, and families with a ratio of at least one adult staff member to 
every two children.

(24) "Street outreach services" means a program that provides 
services and resources either directly or through referral to street 
youth and unaccompanied young adults as defined in RCW 43.330.702. 
Services including crisis intervention, emergency supplies, case 
management, and referrals may be provided through community-based 
outreach or drop-in centers.

(25) "Washington homeless census" means an annual statewide 
census conducted as a collaborative effort by towns, cities, counties, 
community-based organizations, and state agencies, with the technical 
support and coordination of the department, to count and collect data 
on all homeless individuals in Washington.

(26) "Washington homeless client management information system" 
means a database of information about homeless individuals in the 
state used to coordinate resources to assist homeless clients to 
obtain and retain housing and reach greater levels of self-sufficiency 
or economic independence when appropriate, depending upon their 
individual situations.  [2023 c 277 s 2; 2023 c 151 s 3; 2019 c 124 s 
2; 2018 c 85 s 8; 2017 c 277 s 2; 2015 c 69 s 10. Prior: 2009 c 565 s 
40; 2007 c 427 s 3; 2006 c 349 s 6; 2005 c 484 s 3.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2023 c 151 s 3 and by 
2023 c 277 s 2, each without reference to the other. Both amendments 
are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Intent—Short title—2018 c 85: See notes following RCW 
43.185C.045.

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Finding—2006 c 349: "The legislature finds that Washington is 

experiencing an affordable housing crisis and that this crisis is 
growing exponentially every year as the population of the state 
expands and housing values increase at a rate that far exceeds most 
households' proportionate increase in income.

The fiscal and societal costs of the lack of adequate affordable 
housing are high for both the public and private sectors. Current 

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 43.185C RCW Page 5



levels of funding for affordable housing programs are inadequate to 
meet the housing needs of many low-income Washington households." 
[2006 c 349 s 1.]

RCW 43.185C.020  Homeless housing program.  There is created 
within the department the homeless housing program to develop and 
coordinate a statewide strategic plan aimed at housing homeless 
persons. The program shall be developed and administered by the 
department with advice and input from the affordable housing advisory 
board established in RCW 43.185B.020.  [2005 c 484 s 5.]

RCW 43.185C.030  Washington homeless census or count—
Confidentiality—Online information and referral system—Organizational 
quality management system.  (1) The department shall annually conduct 
a Washington homeless census or count consistent with the requirements 
of RCW 43.185C.180. The census shall make every effort to count all 
homeless individuals living outdoors, in shelters, and in transitional 
housing, coordinated, when reasonably feasible, with already existing 
homeless census projects including those funded in part by the United 
States department of housing and urban development under the McKinney-
Vento homeless assistance program. The department shall determine, in 
consultation with local governments, the data to be collected. Data on 
subpopulations and other characteristics of the homeless must, at a 
minimum, be consistent with the United States department of housing 
and urban development's point-in-time requirements.

(2) All personal information collected in the census is 
confidential, and the department and each local government shall take 
all necessary steps to protect the identity and confidentiality of 
each person counted.

(3) The department and each local government are prohibited from 
disclosing any personally identifying information about any homeless 
individual when there is reason to believe or evidence indicating that 
the homeless individual is an adult or minor victim of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking or is the 
parent or guardian of a child victim of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, or stalking; or revealing other confidential 
information regarding HIV/AIDS status, as found in RCW 70.02.220. The 
department and each local government shall not ask any homeless 
housing provider to disclose personally identifying information about 
any homeless individuals when the providers implementing those 
programs have reason to believe or evidence indicating that those 
clients are adult or minor victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, or stalking or are the parents or guardians 
of child victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, or stalking. Summary data for the provider's facility or 
program may be substituted.

(4) The Washington homeless census shall be conducted annually on 
a schedule created by the department. The department shall make 
summary data by county available to the public each year. This data, 
and its analysis, shall be included in the department's annual updated 
homeless housing program strategic plan.

(5) Based on the annual census and provider information from the 
local government plans, the department shall, by the end of year four, 
implement an online information and referral system to enable local 
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governments and providers to identify available housing for a homeless 
person. The department shall work with local governments and their 
providers to develop a capacity for continuous case management to 
assist homeless persons.

(6) By the end of year four, the department shall implement an 
organizational quality management system.  [2018 c 85 s 3; 2013 c 200 
s 25; 2005 c 484 s 6.]

Intent—Short title—2018 c 85: See notes following RCW 
43.185C.045.

Effective date—2013 c 200: See note following RCW 70.02.010.

RCW 43.185C.040  Homeless housing strategic plan—Program 
outcomes and performance measures and goals—Coordination—Statewide 
data gathering instrument—Reports.  (1) The department shall, in 
consultation with the interagency council on homelessness, the 
affordable housing advisory board, and the state advisory council on 
homelessness, prepare and publish a five-year homeless housing 
strategic plan which must outline statewide goals and performance 
measures. The state homeless housing strategic plan must be submitted 
to the legislature by July 1, 2019, and every five years thereafter. 
The plan must include:

(a) Performance measures and goals to reduce homelessness, 
including long-term and short-term goals;

(b) An analysis of the services and programs being offered at the 
state and county level and an identification of those representing 
best practices and outcomes;

(c) Recognition of services and programs targeted to certain 
homeless populations or geographic areas in recognition of the diverse 
needs across the state;

(d) New or innovative funding, program, or service strategies to 
pursue;

(e) An analysis of either current drivers of homelessness or 
improvements to housing security, or both, such as increases and 
reductions to employment opportunities, housing scarcity and 
affordability, health and behavioral health services, chemical 
dependency treatment, and incarceration rates; and

(f) An implementation strategy outlining the roles and 
responsibilities at the state and local level and timelines to achieve 
a reduction in homelessness at the statewide level during periods of 
the five-year homeless housing strategic plan.

(2) The department must coordinate its efforts on the state 
homeless housing strategic plan with the office of homeless youth 
prevention and protection programs advisory committee under RCW 
43.330.705. The state homeless housing strategic plan must not 
conflict with the strategies, planning, data collection, and 
performance and outcome measures developed under RCW 43.330.705 and 
43.330.706 to reduce the state's homeless youth population.

(3) To guide local governments in preparation of local homeless 
housing plans due December 1, 2019, the department shall issue by 
December 1, 2018, guidelines consistent with this chapter and 
including the best available data on each community's homeless 
population. Program outcomes, performance measures, and goals must be 
created by the department in collaboration with local governments 
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against which state and local governments' performance will be 
measured.

(4) The department shall develop a consistent statewide data 
gathering instrument to monitor the performance of cities and counties 
receiving grants in order to determine compliance with the terms and 
conditions set forth in the grant application or required by the 
department.

The department shall, in consultation with the interagency 
council on homelessness and the affordable housing advisory board, 
report biennially to the governor and the appropriate committees of 
the legislature an assessment of the state's performance in furthering 
the goals of the state five-year homeless housing strategic plan and 
the performance of each participating local government in creating and 
executing a local homeless housing plan which meets the requirements 
of this chapter. To increase the effectiveness of the report, the 
department must develop a process to ensure consistent presentation, 
analysis, and explanation in the report, including year-to-year 
comparisons, highlights of program successes and challenges, and 
information that supports recommended strategy or operational changes. 
The report may include performance measures such as:

(a) The reduction in the number of homeless individuals and 
families from the initial count of homeless persons;

(b) The reduction in the number of unaccompanied homeless youth. 
"Unaccompanied homeless youth" has the same meaning as in RCW 
43.330.702;

(c) The number of new units available and affordable for homeless 
families by housing type;

(d) The number of homeless individuals identified who are not 
offered suitable housing within thirty days of their request or 
identification as homeless;

(e) The number of households at risk of losing housing who 
maintain it due to a preventive intervention;

(f) The transition time from homelessness to permanent housing;
(g) The cost per person housed at each level of the housing 

continuum;
(h) The ability to successfully collect data and report 

performance;
(i) The extent of collaboration and coordination among public 

bodies, as well as community stakeholders, and the level of community 
support and participation;

(j) The quality and safety of housing provided; and
(k) The effectiveness of outreach to homeless persons, and their 

satisfaction with the program.  [2018 c 85 s 4; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 15 s 
2; 2015 c 69 s 25; 2009 c 518 s 17; 2005 c 484 s 7.]

Intent—Short title—2018 c 85: See notes following RCW 
43.185C.045.

Findings—2017 3rd sp.s. c 15: "The legislature finds that a 
surcharge on documents recorded for the sale or transfer of real 
property have generated approximately one hundred forty million 
dollars for homeless programs in Washington. The legislature further 
finds that according to a third-party audit of the use of surcharge 
funds, additional performance measures are needed to effectively 
measure the success of the state's homeless programs. Therefore, the 
legislature finds that developing and adopting recommendations to 
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improve performance measures contained in the December 5, 2016, report 
required under *RCW 43.185C.240(1)(e) will help ensure accountability 
and transparency of public funds and their effectiveness in reducing 
homelessness in Washington." [2017 3rd sp.s. c 15 s 1.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 43.185C.240 expired June 30, 2019.
Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.

RCW 43.185C.045  Homeless housing strategic plan—Annual report 
of department and local governments.  (1) By December 1st of each 
year, the department must provide an update on the state's homeless 
housing strategic plan and its activities for the prior fiscal year. 
The report must include, but not be limited to, the following 
information:

(a) An assessment of the current condition of homelessness in 
Washington state and the state's performance in meeting the goals in 
the state homeless housing strategic plan;

(b) A report on the results of the annual homeless point-in-time 
census conducted statewide under RCW 43.185C.030;

(c) The amount of federal, state, local, and private funds spent 
on homelessness assistance, categorized by funding source and the 
following major assistance types:

(i) Emergency shelter;
(ii) Homelessness prevention and rapid rehousing;
(iii) Permanent housing;
(iv) Permanent supportive housing;
(v) Transitional housing;
(vi) Services only; and
(vii) Any other activity in which more than five hundred thousand 

dollars of category funds were expended;
(d) A report on the expenditures, performance, and outcomes of 

state funds distributed through the consolidated homeless grant 
program, including the grant recipient, award amount expended, use of 
the funds, counties served, and households served;

(e) A report on state and local homelessness document recording 
fee expenditure by county, including the total amount of fee spending, 
percentage of total spending from fees, and number of people served by 
major assistance type;

(f) A report on the expenditures, performance, and outcomes of 
the essential needs and housing support program meeting the 
requirements of RCW 43.185C.220;

(g) A report on the expenditures, performance, and outcomes of 
the independent youth housing program meeting the requirements of RCW 
43.63A.311;

(h) A county-level report on the expenditures, performance, and 
outcomes of the eviction prevention rental assistance program under 
RCW 43.185C.185. The report must include, but is not limited to:

(i) The number of adults without minor children served in each 
county;

(ii) The number of households with adults and minor children 
served in each county; and

(iii) The number of unaccompanied youth and young adults who are 
being served in each county; and

(i) A county-level report on the expenditures, performance, and 
outcomes of the rapid rehousing, project-based vouchers, and housing 
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acquisition programs under RCW 36.22.250. The report must include, but 
is not limited to:

(i) The number of persons who are unsheltered receiving shelter 
through a project-based voucher in each county;

(ii) The number of units acquired or built via rapid rehousing 
and housing acquisition in each county; and

(iii) The number of adults without minor children, households 
with adults and minor children, unaccompanied youth, and young adults 
who are being served by the programs under RCW 36.22.250 in each 
county.

(2) The report required in subsection (1) of this section must be 
posted to the department's website and may include links to updated or 
revised information contained in the report.

(3) Any local government receiving state funds for homelessness 
assistance or state or local homelessness document recording fees 
under RCW 36.22.250 must provide an annual report on the current 
condition of homelessness in its jurisdiction, its performance in 
meeting the goals in its local homeless housing plan, and any 
significant changes made to the plan. The annual report must be posted 
on the department's website. Along with each local government annual 
report, the department must produce and post information on the local 
government's homelessness spending from all sources by project during 
the prior state fiscal year in a format similar to the department's 
report under subsection (1)(c) of this section. If a local government 
fails to report or provides an inadequate or incomplete report, the 
department must take corrective action, which may include withholding 
state funding for homelessness assistance to the local government to 
enable the department to use such funds to contract with other public 
or nonprofit entities to provide homelessness assistance within the 
jurisdiction.  [2023 c 277 s 3; 2021 c 214 s 3; 2018 c 85 s 9.]

Findings—Intent—Department of commerce and William D. 
Ruckelshaus center examination of homelessness—Reports—2021 c 214: 
See note following RCW 43.185C.185.

Intent—2018 c 85: "The legislature recognizes that all of the 
people of the state should have the opportunity to live in a safe, 
healthy, and affordable home. The legislature further recognizes that 
homelessness in Washington is unacceptable and that action needs to be 
taken to protect vulnerable households including families with 
children, youth and young adults, veterans, seniors, and people at 
high risk of homelessness, including survivors of domestic violence 
and people living with mental illness and other disabilities.

The legislature recognizes that homelessness has immediate and 
often times long-term consequences on the educational achievement of 
public school children and disproportionately impacts students of 
color. Additionally, the legislature recognizes that the health and 
safety of people experiencing homelessness is immediately and 
oftentimes significantly compromised, and that homelessness 
exacerbates physical and behavioral health disabilities. The 
legislature further recognizes that homelessness is disproportionately 
experienced by people of color and LGBTQ youth and young adults. The 
legislature recognizes that homelessness is also disproportionately 
experienced by people living with mental illness and that homelessness 
is an impediment to treatment. The legislature further recognizes that 
homelessness is disproportionately experienced by Native Americans.
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In 2005, the Washington state legislature passed the homeless 
housing and assistance act that outlined several bold policies to 
address homelessness. That act also required a strategic plan by the 
department of commerce, which was first submitted in 2006 and 
subsequently updated. Since the first statewide plan, the state has 
succeeded in housing over five hundred fifty-six thousand people 
experiencing homelessness. These people were previously living in 
places not meant for human habitation, living in emergency shelters, 
or at imminent risk of becoming homeless. Although the overall 
prevalence of homelessness is down more than seventeen percent, the 
recent increase in homelessness, due in large part to surging housing 
costs, remains a crisis and more must be done.

Therefore, the legislature intends to improve resources available 
to aid with increasing access and removing barriers to housing for 
individuals and families in Washington." [2018 c 85 s 1.]

Short title—2018 c 85: "This act may be known and cited as the 
Washington housing opportunities act." [2018 c 85 s 11.]

RCW 43.185C.050  Local homeless housing plans.  (1) Each local 
homeless housing task force shall prepare and recommend to its local 
government legislative authority a five-year homeless housing plan for 
its jurisdictional area, which shall be not inconsistent with the 
department's statewide guidelines issued by December 1, 2018, and 
thereafter the department's five-year homeless housing strategic plan, 
and which shall be aimed at eliminating homelessness. The local 
government may amend the proposed local plan and shall adopt a plan by 
December 1, 2019. Performance in meeting the goals of this local plan 
shall be assessed annually in terms of the performance measures 
published by the department. Local plans may include specific local 
performance measures adopted by the local government legislative 
authority, and may include recommendations for any state legislation 
needed to meet the state or local plan goals.

(2) Eligible activities under the local plans include:
(a) Rental and furnishing of dwelling units for the use of 

homeless persons;
(b) Costs of developing affordable housing for homeless persons, 

and services for formerly homeless individuals and families residing 
in transitional housing or permanent housing and still at risk of 
homelessness;

(c) Operating subsidies for transitional housing or permanent 
housing serving formerly homeless families or individuals;

(d) Services to prevent homelessness, such as emergency eviction 
prevention programs including temporary rental subsidies to prevent 
homelessness;

(e) Temporary services to assist persons leaving state 
institutions and other state programs to prevent them from becoming or 
remaining homeless;

(f) Outreach services for homeless individuals and families;
(g) Development and management of local homeless plans including 

homeless census data collection; identification of goals, performance 
measures, strategies, and costs and evaluation of progress towards 
established goals;
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(h) Rental vouchers payable to landlords for persons who are 
homeless or below thirty percent of the median income or in immediate 
danger of becoming homeless; and

(i) Other activities to reduce and prevent homelessness as 
identified for funding in the local plan.  [2018 c 85 s 5; 2005 c 484 
s 8.]

Intent—Short title—2018 c 85: See notes following RCW 
43.185C.045.

RCW 43.185C.060  Home security fund account—Performance metrics—
Expenditure review.  (1) The home security fund account is created in 
the state treasury, subject to appropriation. Expenditures from the 
account may be used only for programs as described in this chapter.

(2)(a) By December 15, 2021, the department, in consultation with 
stakeholder groups specified in RCW 43.185C.185(2)(c), must create a 
set of performance metrics for each county receiving funding under RCW 
36.22.250(4)(b). The metrics must target actions within a county's 
control that will prevent and reduce homelessness, such as increasing 
the number of permanent supportive housing units and increasing or 
maintaining an adequate number of noncongregate shelter beds.

(b)(i) Beginning July 1, 2023, and by July 1st every two years 
thereafter, the department must award funds under RCW 36.22.250(4)(b) 
to eligible grantees in a manner that 7 [seven] percent of funding is 
distributed as a performance-based allocation based on performance 
metrics created under (a) of this subsection, in addition to any base 
allocation of funding for the county.

(ii) Any county that demonstrates that it has met or exceeded the 
majority of the target actions to prevent and reduce homelessness over 
the previous two years must receive the remaining 15 percent 
performance-based allocation. Any county that fails to meet or exceed 
the majority of target actions to prevent and reduce homelessness must 
enter into a corrective action plan with the department. To receive 
its performance-based allocation, a county must agree to undertake the 
corrective actions outlined in the corrective action plan and any 
reporting and monitoring deemed necessary by the department. Any 
county that fails to meet or exceed the majority of targets for two 
consecutive years after entering into a corrective action plan may be 
subject to a reduction in the performance-based portion of the funds 
received in (b)(i) of this subsection, at the discretion of the 
department in consultation with stakeholder groups specified in RCW 
43.185C.185(2)(c). Performance-based allocations unspent due to lack 
of compliance with a corrective action plan created under this 
subsection (2)(b) may be distributed to other counties that have met 
or exceeded their target actions.

(3) The department must distinguish allotments from the account 
made to carry out the activities in RCW 43.330.167, 43.330.700 through 
43.330.715, 43.330.911, 43.185C.010, and 43.185C.250 through 
43.185C.320.

(4) During the 2019-2021 and 2021-2023 fiscal biennia, 
expenditures from the account may also be used for shelter capacity 
grants.  [2023 c 277 s 4. Prior: 2021 c 334 s 980; 2021 c 214 s 4; 
2020 c 357 s 915; 2018 c 85 s 6; 2014 c 200 s 2; 2007 c 427 s 6; 2005 
c 484 s 10.]
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Conflict with federal requirements—Effective date—2021 c 334: 
See notes following RCW 43.79.555.

Findings—Intent—Department of commerce and William D. 
Ruckelshaus center examination of homelessness—Reports—2021 c 214: 
See note following RCW 43.185C.185.

Effective date—2020 c 357: See note following RCW 43.79.545.
Intent—Short title—2018 c 85: See notes following RCW 

43.185C.045.

RCW 43.185C.070  Grant applications.  (1) During each calendar 
year in which moneys from the home security fund account are available 
for use by the department for the homeless housing grant program, the 
department shall announce to all Washington counties, participating 
cities, and through major media throughout the state, a grant 
application period of at least ninety days' duration. This 
announcement will be made as often as the director deems appropriate 
for proper utilization of resources. The department shall then 
promptly grant as many applications as will utilize available funds, 
less appropriate administrative costs of the department as described 
in RCW 36.22.250(4)(a).

(2) The department will develop, with advice and input from the 
affordable housing advisory board established in RCW 43.185B.020, 
criteria to evaluate grant applications.

(3) The department may approve applications only if they are 
consistent with the local and state homeless housing program strategic 
plans. The department may give preference to applications based on 
some or all of the following criteria:

(a) The total homeless population in the applicant local 
government service area, as reported by the most recent annual 
Washington homeless census;

(b) Current local expenditures to provide housing for the 
homeless and to address the underlying causes of homelessness as 
described in RCW 43.185C.005;

(c) Local government and private contributions pledged to the 
program in the form of matching funds, property, infrastructure 
improvements, and other contributions; and the degree of leveraging of 
other funds from local government or private sources for the program 
for which funds are being requested, to include recipient 
contributions to total project costs, including allied contributions 
from other sources such as professional, craft and trade services, and 
lender interest rate subsidies;

(d) Construction projects or rehabilitation that will serve 
homeless individuals or families for a period of at least twenty-five 
years;

(e) Projects which demonstrate serving homeless populations with 
the greatest needs, including projects that serve special needs 
populations;

(f) The degree to which the applicant project represents a 
collaboration between local governments, nonprofit community-based 
organizations, local and state agencies, and the private sector, 
especially through its integration with the coordinated and 
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comprehensive plan for homeless families with children required under 
RCW 43.63A.650;

(g) The cooperation of the local government in the annual 
Washington homeless census project;

(h) The commitment of the local government and any subcontracting 
local governments, nonprofit organizations, and for-profit entities to 
employ a diverse workforce;

(i) The extent, if any, that the local homeless population is 
disproportionate to the revenues collected under this chapter and RCW 
36.22.250; and

(j) Other elements shown by the applicant to be directly related 
to the goal and the department's state strategic plan.  [2023 c 277 s 
5; 2005 c 484 s 11.]

RCW 43.185C.080  Homeless housing grants—Participation.  (1) 
Only a local government is eligible to receive a homeless housing 
grant from the home security fund account. Any city may assert 
responsibility for homeless housing within its borders if it so 
chooses, by forwarding a resolution to the legislative authority of 
the county stating its intention and its commitment to operate a 
separate homeless housing program. The city shall then receive a 
percentage of the surcharge assessed under RCW 36.22.250(2)(b) equal 
to the percentage of the city's local portion of the real estate 
excise tax collected by the county. A participating city may also then 
apply separately for homeless housing program grants. A city choosing 
to operate a separate homeless housing program shall be responsible 
for complying with all of the same requirements as counties and shall 
adopt a local homeless housing plan meeting the requirements of this 
chapter for county local plans. However, the city may by resolution of 
its legislative authority accept the county's homeless housing task 
force as its own and based on that task force's recommendations adopt 
a homeless housing plan specific to the city.

(2) Local governments applying for homeless housing funds may 
subcontract with any other local government, housing authority, 
community action agency or other nonprofit organization for the 
execution of programs contributing to the overall goal of ending 
homelessness within a defined service area. All subcontracts shall be 
consistent with the local homeless housing plan adopted by the 
legislative authority of the local government, time limited, and filed 
with the department and shall have specific performance terms. While a 
local government has the authority to subcontract with other entities, 
the local government continues to maintain the ultimate responsibility 
for the homeless housing program within its borders.

(3) A county may decline to participate in the program authorized 
in this chapter by forwarding to the department a resolution adopted 
by the county legislative authority stating the intention not to 
participate. A copy of the resolution shall also be transmitted to the 
county auditor and treasurer. If such a resolution is adopted, all of 
the funds otherwise due to the county under RCW 43.185C.060 shall be 
remitted monthly to the state treasurer for deposit in the home 
security fund account, without any reduction by the county for 
collecting or administering the funds. Upon receipt of the resolution, 
the department shall promptly begin to identify and contract with one 
or more entities eligible under this section to create and execute a 
local homeless housing plan for the county meeting the requirements of 
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this chapter. The department shall expend all of the funds received 
from the county under this subsection to carry out the purposes of 
chapter 484, Laws of 2005 in the county, provided that the department 
may retain six percent of these funds to offset the cost of managing 
the county's program.

(4) A resolution by the county declining to participate in the 
program shall have no effect on the ability of each city in the county 
to assert its right to manage its own program under this chapter, and 
the county shall monthly transmit to the city the funds due under this 
chapter.  [2023 c 277 s 6; 2005 c 484 s 12.]

RCW 43.185C.090  Allocation of grant moneys—Issuance of criteria 
or guidelines.  The department shall allocate grant moneys from the 
*homeless housing account to finance in whole or in part programs and 
projects in approved local homeless housing plans to assist homeless 
individuals and families gain access to adequate housing, prevent at-
risk individuals from becoming homeless, address the root causes of 
homelessness, track and report on homeless-related data, and 
facilitate the movement of homeless or formerly homeless individuals 
along the housing continuum toward more stable and independent 
housing. The department may issue criteria or guidelines to guide 
local governments in the application process.  [2005 c 484 s 13.]

*Reviser's note: The "homeless housing account" was changed to 
the "home security fund account" by 2007 c 427 s 6.

RCW 43.185C.100  Technical assistance.  The department shall 
provide technical assistance to any participating local government 
that requests such assistance. Technical assistance activities may 
include:

(1) Assisting local governments to identify appropriate parties 
to participate on local homeless housing task forces;

(2) Assisting local governments to identify appropriate service 
providers with which the local governments may subcontract for service 
provision and development activities, when necessary;

(3) Assisting local governments to implement or expand homeless 
census programs to meet homeless housing program requirements;

(4) Assisting in the identification of "best practices" from 
other areas;

(5) Assisting in identifying additional funding sources for 
specific projects; and

(6) Training local government and subcontractor staff.  [2005 c 
484 s 14.]

RCW 43.185C.110  Progress reports—Uniform process.  The 
department shall establish a uniform process for participating local 
governments to report progress toward reducing homelessness and 
meeting locally established goals.  [2005 c 484 s 15.]

RCW 43.185C.120  Rules.  The department may adopt such rules as 
may be necessary to effect the purposes of this chapter.  [2005 c 484 
s 16.]
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RCW 43.185C.130  Protection of state's interest in grant program 
projects.  The department shall ensure that the state's interest is 
protected upon the development, use, sale, or change of use of 
projects constructed, acquired, or financed in whole or in part 
through the homeless housing grant program. These policies may 
include, but are not limited to: (1) Requiring a share of the 
appreciation in the project in proportion to the state's contribution 
to the project, or (2) requiring a lump sum repayment of the grant 
upon the sale or change of use of the project.  [2005 c 484 s 17.]

RCW 43.185C.140  Public assistance eligibility—Payments exempt. 
The department of social and health services shall exempt payments to 
individuals provided under this chapter when determining eligibility 
for public assistance.  [2005 c 484 s 20.]

RCW 43.185C.150  Expenditures within authorized funds—Existing 
expenditures not reduced or supplanted.  This chapter does not require 
either the department or any local government to expend any funds to 
accomplish the goals of this chapter other than the revenues 
authorized in chapter 484, Laws of 2005. However, neither the 
department nor any local government may use any funds authorized in 
chapter 484, Laws of 2005 to supplant or reduce any existing 
expenditures of public money for the reduction or prevention of 
homelessness or services for homeless persons.  [2005 c 484 s 21.]

RCW 43.185C.160  County homeless housing task forces—Homeless 
housing plans—Reports by counties.  (1) Each county shall create a 
homeless housing task force to develop a five-year homeless housing 
plan addressing short-term and long-term housing for homeless persons.

Membership on the task force may include representatives of the 
counties, cities, towns, housing authorities, civic and faith 
organizations, schools, community networks, human services providers, 
law enforcement personnel, criminal justice personnel, including 
prosecutors, probation officers, and jail administrators, substance 
abuse treatment providers, mental health care providers, emergency 
health care providers, businesses, real estate professionals, at large 
representatives of the community, and a homeless or formerly homeless 
individual.

In lieu of creating a new task force, a local government may 
designate an existing governmental or nonprofit body which 
substantially conforms to this section and which includes at least one 
homeless or formerly homeless individual to serve as its homeless 
representative. As an alternative to a separate plan, two or more 
local governments may work in concert to develop and execute a joint 
homeless housing plan, or to contract with another entity to do so 
according to the requirements of this chapter. While a local 
government has the authority to subcontract with other entities, the 
local government continues to maintain the ultimate responsibility for 
the homeless housing program within its borders.

A county may decline to participate in the program authorized in 
this chapter by forwarding to the department a resolution adopted by 
the county legislative authority stating the intention not to 
participate. A copy of the resolution shall also be transmitted to the 
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county auditor and treasurer. If a county declines to participate, the 
department shall create and execute a local homeless housing plan for 
the county meeting the requirements of this chapter.

(2) In addition to developing a five-year homeless housing plan, 
each task force shall establish guidelines consistent with the 
statewide homeless housing strategic plan, as needed, for the 
following:

(a) Emergency shelters;
(b) Short-term housing needs;
(c) Temporary encampments;
(d) Supportive housing for chronically homeless persons; and
(e) Long-term housing.
Guidelines must include, when appropriate, standards for health 

and safety and notifying the public of proposed facilities to house 
the homeless.

(3) Each county, including counties exempted from creating a new 
task force under subsection (1) of this section, shall report to the 
department such information as may be needed to ensure compliance with 
this chapter, including the annual report required in RCW 43.185C.045. 
[2018 c 85 s 7; 2005 c 485 s 1.]

Intent—Short title—2018 c 85: See notes following RCW 
43.185C.045.

RCW 43.185C.170  Interagency council on homelessness—Duties—
Reports.  (1) The interagency council on homelessness, as defined in 
RCW 43.185C.010, shall be convened not later than August 31, 2006, and 
shall meet at least two times each year and report to the appropriate 
committees of the legislature annually by December 31st on its 
activities.

(2) The interagency council on homelessness shall work to create 
greater levels of interagency coordination and to coordinate state 
agency efforts with the efforts of state and local entities addressing 
homelessness.

(3) The interagency council shall seek to:
(a) Align homeless-related housing and supportive service 

policies among state agencies;
(b) Identify ways in which providing housing with appropriate 

services can contribute to cost savings for state agencies;
(c) Identify policies and actions that may contribute to 

homelessness or interfere with its reduction;
(d) Review and improve strategies for discharge from state 

institutions that contribute to homelessness;
(e) Recommend policies to either improve practices or align 

resources, or both, including those policies requested by the 
affordable housing advisory board or through state and local housing 
plans; and

(f) Ensure that the housing status of people served by state 
programs is collected in consistent formats available for analysis. 
[2006 c 349 s 7.]

Finding—2006 c 349: See note following RCW 43.185C.010.
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RCW 43.185C.180  Washington homeless client management 
information system.  (1) In order to improve services for the 
homeless, the department, within amounts appropriated by the 
legislature for this specific purpose, shall implement the Washington 
homeless client management information system for the ongoing 
collection and updates of information about all homeless individuals 
in the state.

(2) Information about homeless individuals for the Washington 
homeless client management information system shall come from the 
Washington homeless census and from state agencies and community 
organizations providing services to homeless individuals and families.

(a) Personally identifying information about homeless individuals 
for the Washington homeless client management information system may 
only be collected after having obtained informed, reasonably time 
limited (i) written consent from the homeless individual to whom the 
information relates, or (ii) telephonic consent from the homeless 
individual, provided that written consent is obtained at the first 
time the individual is physically present at an organization with 
access to the Washington homeless client management information 
system. Safeguards consistent with federal requirements on data 
collection must be in place to protect homeless individuals' rights 
regarding their personally identifying information.

(b) Data collection under this subsection shall be done in a 
manner consistent with federally informed consent guidelines regarding 
human research which, at a minimum, require that individuals receive:

(i) Information about the expected duration of their 
participation in the Washington homeless client management information 
system;

(ii) An explanation of whom to contact for answers to pertinent 
questions about the data collection and their rights regarding their 
personal identifying information;

(iii) An explanation regarding whom to contact in the event of 
injury to the individual related to the Washington homeless client 
management information system;

(iv) A description of any reasonably foreseeable risks to the 
homeless individual; and

(v) A statement describing the extent to which confidentiality of 
records identifying the individual will be maintained.

(c) The department must adopt policies governing the appropriate 
process for destroying Washington homeless client management 
information system paper documents containing personally identifying 
information when the paper documents are no longer needed. The 
policies must not conflict with any federal data requirements.

(d) Any unaccompanied youth thirteen years of age or older may 
give consent for the collection of his or her personally identifying 
information under this section. "Unaccompanied" has the same 
definition as in RCW 43.330.702.

(3) The Washington homeless client management information system 
shall serve as an online information and referral system to enable 
local governments and providers to connect homeless persons in the 
database with available housing and other support services. Local 
governments shall develop a capacity for continuous case management, 
including independent living plans, when appropriate, to assist 
homeless persons.

(4) The information in the Washington homeless client management 
information system will also provide the department with the 
information to consolidate and analyze data about the extent and 
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nature of homelessness in Washington state, giving emphasis to 
information about the extent and nature of homelessness in Washington 
state among families with children.

(5) The system may be merged with other data gathering and 
reporting systems and shall:

(a) Protect the right of privacy of individuals;
(b) Provide for consultation and collaboration with all relevant 

state agencies including the department of social and health services, 
experts, and community organizations involved in the delivery of 
services to homeless persons; and

(c) Include related information held or gathered by other state 
agencies.

(6) Within amounts appropriated by the legislature, for this 
specific purpose, the department shall evaluate the information 
gathered and disseminate the analysis and the evaluation broadly, 
using appropriate computer networks as well as written reports.

(7) The Washington homeless client management information system 
shall be implemented by December 31, 2009, and updated with new 
homeless client information at least annually.  [2018 c 15 s 1; 2011 c 
239 s 1; 2006 c 349 s 8; 1999 c 267 s 4. Formerly RCW 43.63A.655.]

Finding—2006 c 349: See note following RCW 43.185C.010.
Findings—Intent—Severability—1999 c 267: See notes following 

RCW 43.20A.790.

RCW 43.185C.185  Eviction prevention rental assistance program. 
(1) The eviction prevention rental assistance program is created in 
the department to prevent evictions by providing resources to 
households most likely to become homeless or suffer severe health 
consequences, or both, after an eviction, while promoting equity by 
prioritizing households, including communities of color, 
disproportionately impacted by public health emergencies and by 
homelessness and housing instability. The department must provide 
grants to eligible organizations, as described in *RCW 43.185.060, to 
provide assistance to program participants. The eligible organizations 
must use grant moneys for:

(a) Rental assistance, including rental arrears and future rent 
if needed to stabilize the applicant's housing and prevent their 
eviction;

(b) Utility assistance for households if needed to prevent an 
eviction; and

(c) Administrative costs of the eligible organization, which must 
not exceed limits prescribed by the department.

(2) Households eligible to receive assistance through the 
eviction prevention rental assistance program are those:

(a) With incomes at or below 80 percent of the county area median 
income;

(b) Who are families with children, living in doubled up 
situations, young adults, senior citizens, and others at risk of 
homelessness or significant physical or behavioral health 
complications from homelessness; and

(c) That meet any other eligibility requirements as established 
by the department after consultation with stakeholder groups, 
including persons at risk of homelessness due to unpaid rent, 
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representatives of communities of color, homeless service providers, 
landlord representatives, local governments that administer 
homelessness assistance, a statewide association representing cities, 
a statewide association representing counties, a representative of 
homeless youth and young adults, and affordable housing advocates.

(3) A landlord may assist an eligible household in applying for 
assistance through the eviction prevention rental assistance program 
or may apply for assistance on an eligible household's behalf.

(4)(a) Eligible grantees must actively work with organizations 
rooted in communities of color to assist and serve marginalized 
populations within their communities.

(b) At least 10 percent of the grant total must be subgranted to 
organizations that serve and are substantially governed by 
marginalized populations to pay the costs associated with program 
outreach, assistance completing applications for assistance, rent 
assistance payments, activities that directly support the goal of 
improving access to rent assistance for people of color, and related 
costs. Upon request by an eligible grantee or the county or city in 
which it exists, the department must provide a list of organizations 
that serve and are substantially governed by marginalized populations, 
if known.

(c) An eligible grantee may request an exemption from the 
department from the requirements under (b) of this subsection. The 
department must consult with the stakeholder group established under 
subsection (2)(c) of this section before granting an exemption. An 
eligible grantee may request an exemption only if the eligible 
grantee:

(i) Is unable to subgrant with an organization that serves and is 
substantially governed by marginalized populations; or

(ii) Provides the department with a plan to spend 10 percent of 
the grant total in a manner that the department determines will 
improve racial equity for historically underserved communities more 
effectively than a subgrant.

(5) The department must ensure equity by developing performance 
measures and benchmarks that promote both equitable program access and 
equitable program outcomes. Performance measures and benchmarks must 
be developed by the department in consultation with stakeholder 
groups, including persons at risk of homelessness due to unpaid rent, 
representatives of communities of color, homeless service providers, 
landlord representatives, local governments that administer 
homelessness assistance, a statewide association representing cities, 
a statewide association representing counties, a representative of 
homeless youth and young adults, and affordable housing advocates. 
Performance measures and benchmarks must also ensure that the race and 
ethnicity of households served under the program are proportional to 
the numbers of people at risk of homelessness in each county for each 
of the following groups:

(a) Black or African American;
(b) American Indian and Alaska Native;
(c) Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander;
(d) Hispanic or Latinx;
(e) Asian;
(f) Other multiracial.
(6) The department may develop additional rules, requirements, 

procedures, and guidelines as necessary to implement and operate the 
eviction prevention rental assistance program.
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(7)(a) The department must award funds under this section to 
eligible grantees in a manner that is proportional to the amount of 
revenue collected under RCW 36.22.250 from the county being served by 
the grantee.

(b) The department must provide counties with the right of first 
refusal to receive grant funds distributed under this subsection. If a 
county refuses the funds or does not respond within a time frame 
established by the department, the department must identify an 
alternative grantee. The alternative grantee must distribute the funds 
in a manner that is in compliance with this chapter.  [2023 c 277 s 7; 
2021 c 214 s 2.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 43.185.060 was repealed by 2023 c 275 s 27.
Findings—Intent—Department of commerce and William D. 

Ruckelshaus center examination of homelessness—Reports—2021 c 214: 
"(1)(a) The legislature finds that affordable housing, housing 
instability, and homelessness are persistent and increasing problems 
throughout the state. Despite significant increases in financial 
resources by the federal, state, and local governments to address 
these problems, homelessness and the risk of becoming homeless has 
worsened in Washington since the legislature authorized the first 
homeless housing document recording surcharge in 2005. The number of 
unsheltered homeless encampments in greenbelts, under bridges, and on 
our streets is a visible reminder that the current system is not 
working.

(b) The legislature finds that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
exacerbated and shed new light on the state's homelessness problems 
and forced communities and providers to reexamine the types and 
delivery of housing and services to individuals and families who are 
homeless or at risk of homelessness. As a result of the changing 
conditions COVID-19 created, the federal government has provided an 
infusion of funding for housing and services for homelessness 
populations in its COVID-19 relief bills to pursue different 
strategies to improve outcomes. Moreover, there are various proposals 
to increase state funding to address housing insecurity and 
homelessness, including this act to impose an additional document 
recording fee to fund an eviction prevention rental assistance program 
and other services to persons at risk or experiencing homelessness.

(c) The legislature also finds that there are many causes of 
homelessness and housing instability, including: (i) A shortage of 
affordable housing; (ii) local land use planning and property 
management policies that discourage the development of private sector 
housing stock to serve low and extremely low-income households; (iii) 
unemployment and lack of education and job skills to acquire an 
adequate wage job; (iv) mental health, developmental, and physical 
disabilities; (v) chemical and alcohol dependency; and (vi) family 
instability and conflict. The legislature intends to provide for an 
examination of the economic, social, and health causes of current and 
expected patterns of housing instability and homelessness, and to 
secure a common understanding of the contribution each has to the 
current crisis. The legislature intends for this examination to result 
in a widely accepted strategy for identifying how best to address 
homelessness in ways that: (A) Address the root causes of the problem; 
(B) clearly assign responsibilities of state and local government to 
address those causes; (C) support local control and provision of 
services at the local level to address specific community needs, 
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recognizing each community must play a part in the solution; (D) 
respect property owner rights and encourage private sector involvement 
in solutions and service; and (E) develop pathways to permanent 
housing solutions and associated services to break the cycle of 
housing insecurity and homelessness.

(2)(a) The department of commerce must contract with the William 
D. Ruckelshaus center to conduct an examination of trends affecting, 
and policies guiding, the housing and services provided to individuals 
and families who are or at risk of homelessness in Washington. The 
center must also facilitate meetings and discussions to develop and 
implement a long-term strategy to improve services and outcomes for 
persons at risk or experiencing homelessness and develop pathways to 
permanent housing solutions.

(b) In fulfilling the requirements of this section, the center 
must work and consult with (i) willing participants representing 
tribal and local governments, local providers of housing and services 
for homeless populations, advocates and stakeholders representing the 
interests of homeless populations, mental health and substance abuse 
professionals, representatives of the business community and other 
organizations, and other representatives the center determines is a 
necessary participant to examine these issues; (ii) a group of 
legislators consisting of one member from each of the two largest 
caucuses in the senate and in the house of representatives appointed 
by the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of 
representatives, respectively; and (iii) three representatives of the 
executive branch appointed by the governor.

(c)(i) The center must conduct fact-finding and stakeholder 
discussions with participants identified in (b) of this subsection. 
These discussions must identify stakeholder concerns, barriers, 
opportunities, and desired principles for a long-term strategy to 
improve the outcomes and services for persons at risk or experiencing 
homelessness and develop pathways to permanent housing solutions.

(ii) The center must conduct fact-finding and stakeholder 
discussions with participants identified in (b) of this subsection to 
identify root causes of housing instability and homelessness within 
Washington state. This fact-finding should address root causes 
demographically within subpopulations of persons at risk or 
experiencing homelessness such as veterans and persons suffering from 
mental health or substance abuse issues. The fact-finding should also 
address root causes that may differ geographically or regionally. The 
fact-finding must identify existing statutory and regulatory issues 
that impede efforts to address root causes of housing instability and 
homelessness within Washington state.

(iii) The center must issue two reports of its fact-finding 
efforts and stakeholder discussions to the governor and the 
appropriate committees of the house of representatives and the senate. 
One report on the subjects covered in (c)(i) of this subsection is due 
December 1, 2021, and one on the subjects covered in (c)(ii) of this 
subsection is due December 1, 2022.

(d) The center must facilitate discussions between the 
stakeholders identified in this subsection (2) for the purposes of 
identifying options and recommendations to develop and implement a 
long-term strategy to improve the outcomes and service for persons at 
risk or experiencing homelessness and develop pathways to permanent 
housing solutions, including the manner and amount in which the state 
funds homelessness housing and services and performance measures that 
must be achieved to receive state funding. A report on this effort is 
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due to the governor and the appropriate committees of the house of 
representatives and the senate by December 1, 2023." [2021 c 214 s 6.]

RCW 43.185C.190  Affordable housing for all account.  The 
affordable housing for all account is created in the state treasury, 
subject to appropriation. Expenditures from the account may only be 
used for allowable uses as described in RCW 36.22.250(5). During the 
2021-2023 fiscal biennium, expenditures from the account may be used 
for operations, maintenance, and services for permanent supportive 
housing as defined in RCW 36.70A.030. It is the intent of the 
legislature to continue this policy in future biennia.  [2023 c 277 s 
8. Prior: 2021 c 334 s 981; 2021 c 214 s 5; 2011 1st sp.s. c 50 s 955; 
2007 c 427 s 2.]

Conflict with federal requirements—Effective date—2021 c 334: 
See notes following RCW 43.79.555.

Findings—Intent—Department of commerce and William D. 
Ruckelshaus center examination of homelessness—Reports—2021 c 214: 
See note following RCW 43.185C.185.

Effective dates—2011 1st sp.s. c 50: See note following RCW 
15.76.115.

RCW 43.185C.200  Transitional housing assistance to offenders—
Pilot program.  (1) The department of commerce shall establish a pilot 
program to provide grants to eligible organizations, as described in 
RCW 43.185A.040, to provide transitional housing assistance to 
offenders who are reentering the community and are in need of housing.

(2) There shall be a minimum of two pilot programs established in 
two counties. The pilot programs shall be selected through a request 
for proposal process and in consultation with the department of 
corrections. The department shall select the pilot sites by January 1, 
2008.

(3) The pilot program shall:
(a) Be operated in collaboration with the community justice 

center existing in the location of the pilot site;
(b) Offer transitional supportive housing that includes 

individual support and mentoring available on an ongoing basis, life 
skills training, and close working relationships with community 
justice centers and community corrections officers. Supportive housing 
services can be provided directly by the housing operator, or in 
partnership with community-based organizations;

(c) In providing assistance, give priority to offenders who are 
designated as high risk or high needs as well as those determined not 
to have a viable release plan by the department of corrections;

(d) Optimize available funding by utilizing cost-effective 
community-based shared housing arrangements or other noninstitutional 
living arrangements; and

(e) Provide housing assistance for a period of time not to exceed 
twelve months for a participating offender.

(4) The department may also use up to twenty percent of the 
funding appropriated in the operating budget for this section to 
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support the development of additional supportive housing resources for 
offenders who are reentering the community.

(5) The department shall:
(a) Collaborate with the department of corrections in developing 

criteria to determine who will qualify for housing assistance; and
(b) Gather data, and report to the legislature by November 1, 

2008, on the number of offenders seeking housing, the number of 
offenders eligible for housing, the number of offenders who receive 
the housing, and the number of offenders who commit new crimes while 
residing in the housing to the extent information is available.

(6) The department of corrections shall collaborate with 
organizations receiving grant funds to:

(a) Help identify appropriate housing solutions in the community 
for offenders;

(b) Where possible, facilitate an offender's application for 
housing prior to discharge;

(c) Identify enhancements to training provided to offenders prior 
to discharge that may assist an offender in effectively transitioning 
to the community;

(d) Maintain communication between the organization receiving 
grant funds, the housing provider, and corrections staff supervising 
the offender; and

(e) Assist the offender in accessing resources and services 
available through the department of corrections and a community 
justice center.

(7) The state, department of commerce, department of corrections, 
local governments, local housing authorities, eligible organizations 
as described in RCW 43.185A.040, and their employees are not liable 
for civil damages arising from the criminal conduct of an offender 
solely due to the placement of an offender in housing provided under 
this section or the provision of housing assistance.

(8) Nothing in this section allows placement of an offender into 
housing without an analysis of the risk the offender may pose to that 
particular community or other residents.  [2023 c 470 s 2072; 2023 c 
275 s 19; 2007 c 483 s 604.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2023 c 275 s 19 and 
by 2023 c 470 s 2072, each without reference to the other. Both 
amendments are incorporated in the publication of this section under 
RCW 1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Explanatory statement—2023 c 470: See note following RCW 
10.99.030.

Finding—Intent—2007 c 483: See note following RCW 35.82.340.
Findings—2007 c 483: See RCW 72.78.005.

RCW 43.185C.210  Transitional housing operating and rent program. 
(1) The transitional housing operating and rent program is created in 
the department to assist individuals and families who are homeless or 
who are at risk of becoming homeless to secure and retain safe, 
decent, and affordable housing. The department shall provide grants to 
eligible organizations, as described in RCW 43.185A.040, to provide 
assistance to program participants. The eligible organizations must 
use grant moneys for:
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(a) Rental assistance, which includes security or utility 
deposits, first and last month's rent assistance, and eligible moving 
expenses to be determined by the department;

(b) Case management services designed to assist program 
participants to secure and retain immediate housing and to transition 
into permanent housing and greater levels of self-sufficiency;

(c) Operating expenses of transitional housing facilities that 
serve homeless families with children; and

(d) Administrative costs of the eligible organization, which must 
not exceed limits prescribed by the department.

(2) Eligible to receive assistance through the transitional 
housing operating and rent program are:

(a) Families with children who are homeless or who are at risk of 
becoming homeless and who have household incomes at or below fifty 
percent of the median household income for their county;

(b) Families with children who are homeless or who are at risk of 
becoming homeless and who are receiving services under chapter 13.34 
RCW;

(c) Individuals or families without children who are homeless or 
at risk of becoming homeless and who have household incomes at or 
below thirty percent of the median household income for their county;

(d) Individuals or families who are homeless or who are at risk 
of becoming homeless and who have a household with an adult member who 
has a mental health or chemical dependency disorder; and

(e) Individuals or families who are homeless or who are at risk 
of becoming homeless and who have a household with an adult member who 
is an offender released from confinement within the past eighteen 
months.

(3) All program participants must be willing to create and 
actively participate in a housing stability plan for achieving 
permanent housing and greater levels of self-sufficiency.

(4) Data on all program participants must be entered into and 
tracked through the Washington homeless client management information 
system as described in RCW 43.185C.180. For eligible organizations 
serving victims of domestic violence or sexual assault, compliance 
with this subsection must be accomplished in accordance with 42 U.S.C. 
Sec. 11383(a)(8).

(5) The department may develop rules, requirements, procedures, 
and guidelines as necessary to implement and operate the transitional 
housing operating and rent program.

(6) The department shall produce an annual transitional housing 
operating and rent program report that must be included in the 
department's homeless housing strategic plan as described in RCW 
43.185C.040. The report must include performance measures to be 
determined by the department that address, at a minimum, the following 
issue areas:

(a) The success of the program in helping program participants 
transition into permanent affordable housing and achieve self-
sufficiency or increase their levels of self-sufficiency, which shall 
be defined by the department based upon the costs of living, including 
housing costs, needed to support: (i) One adult individual; and (ii) 
two adult individuals and one preschool-aged child and one school-aged 
child;

(b) The financial performance of the program related to efficient 
program administration by the department and program operation by 
selected eligible organizations, including an analysis of the costs 
per program participant served;
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(c) The quality, completeness, and timeliness of the information 
on program participants provided to the Washington homeless client 
management information system database; and

(d) The satisfaction of program participants in the assistance 
provided through the program.  [2023 c 275 s 20; 2020 c 155 s 1; 2011 
c 353 s 6; 2008 c 256 s 1.]

Intent—2011 c 353: See note following RCW 36.70A.130.

RCW 43.185C.220  Essential needs and housing support program—
Distribution of funds.  (1) The department shall distribute funds for 
the essential needs and housing support program established under this 
section in a manner consistent with the requirements of this section 
and the biennial operating budget. The first distribution of funds 
must be completed by September 1, 2011. Essential needs or housing 
support is only for persons found eligible for such services under RCW 
74.04.805 and is not considered an entitlement.

(2) The department shall distribute funds appropriated for the 
essential needs and housing support program in the form of grants to 
designated essential needs support and housing support entities within 
each county. The department shall not distribute any funds until it 
approves the expenditure plan submitted by the designated essential 
needs support and housing support entities. The amount of funds to be 
distributed pursuant to this section shall be designated in the 
biennial operating budget. For the sole purpose of meeting the initial 
distribution of funds date, the department may distribute partial 
funds upon the department's approval of a preliminary expenditure 
plan. The department shall not distribute the remaining funds until it 
has approved a final expenditure plan.

(3)(a) During the 2011-2013 biennium, in awarding housing support 
that is not funded through the contingency fund in this subsection, 
the designated housing support entity shall provide housing support to 
clients who are homeless persons as defined in RCW 43.185C.010. As 
provided in the biennial operating budget for the 2011-2013 biennium, 
a contingency fund shall be used solely for those clients who are at 
substantial risk of losing stable housing or at substantial risk of 
losing one of the other services defined in RCW 74.62.010(6). For 
purposes of this chapter, "substantial risk" means the client has 
provided documentation that he or she will lose his or her housing 
within the next thirty days or that the services will be discontinued 
within the next thirty days.

(b) After July 1, 2013, the designated housing support entity 
shall give first priority to clients who are homeless persons as 
defined in RCW 43.185C.010 and second priority to clients who would be 
at substantial risk of losing stable housing without housing support.

(4) For each county, the department shall designate an essential 
needs support entity and a housing support entity that will begin 
providing these supports to medical care services program recipients 
on November 1, 2011. Essential needs and housing support entities are 
not required to provide assistance to every person referred to the 
local entity or who meets the priority standards in subsection (3) of 
this section.

(a) Each designated entity must be a local government or 
community-based organization, and may administer the funding for 
essential needs support, housing support, or both. Designated entities 
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have the authority to subcontract with qualified entities. Upon 
request, and the approval of the department, two or more counties may 
combine resources to more effectively deliver services.

(b) The department's designation process must include a review of 
proficiency in managing housing or human services programs when 
designating housing support entities.

(c) Within a county, if the department directly awards separate 
grants to the designated housing support entity and the designated 
essential needs support entity, the department shall determine the 
amount allocated for essential needs support as directed in the 
biennial operating budget.

(5)(a) Essential needs and housing support entities must use 
funds distributed under this section as flexibly as is practicable to 
provide essential needs items and housing support to recipients of the 
essential needs and housing support program, subject to the 
requirements of this section.

(b) Benefits provided under the essential needs and housing 
support program shall not be provided to recipients in the form of 
cash assistance.

(c) The department may move funds between entities or between 
counties to reflect actual caseload changes. In doing so, the 
department must: (i) Develop a process for reviewing the caseload of 
designated essential needs and housing support entities, and for 
redistributing grant funds from those entities experiencing reduced 
actual caseloads to those with increased actual caseloads; and (ii) 
inform all designated entities of the redistribution process. Savings 
resulting from program caseload attrition from the essential needs and 
housing support program shall not result in increased per-client 
expenditures.

(d) Essential needs and housing support entities must partner 
with other public and private organizations to maximize the beneficial 
impact of funds distributed under this section, and should attempt to 
leverage other sources of public and private funds to serve essential 
needs and housing support recipients. Funds appropriated in the 
operating budget for essential needs and housing support must be used 
only to serve persons eligible to receive services under that program.

(6) The department shall use no more than five percent of the 
funds for administration of the essential needs and housing support 
program. Each essential needs and housing support entity shall use no 
more than seven percent of the funds for administrative expenses.

(7) The department shall:
(a) Require housing support entities to enter data into the 

homeless client management information system;
(b) Require essential needs support entities to report on 

services provided under this section;
(c) In collaboration with the department of social and health 

services, submit a report annually to the relevant policy and fiscal 
committees of the legislature. A preliminary report shall be submitted 
by December 31, 2011, and must include (c)(i), (iii), and (v) of this 
subsection. Annual reports must be submitted beginning December 1, 
2012, and must include:

(i) A description of the actions the department has taken to 
achieve the objectives of chapter 36, Laws of 2011 1st sp. sess.;

(ii) The amount of funds used by the department to administer the 
program;

(iii) Information on the housing status of essential needs and 
housing support recipients served by housing support entities, and 
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individuals who have requested housing support but did not receive 
housing support;

(iv) Grantee expenditure data related to administration and 
services provided under this section; and

(v) Efforts made to partner with other entities and leverage 
sources or public and private funds;

(d) Review the data submitted by the designated entities, and 
make recommendations for program improvements and administrative 
efficiencies. The department has the authority to designate 
alternative entities as necessary due to performance or other 
significant issues. Such change must only be made after consultation 
with the department of social and health services and the impacted 
entity.

(8) The department, counties, and essential needs and housing 
support entities are not civilly or criminally liable and may not have 
any penalty or cause of action of any nature arise against them 
related to decisions regarding: (a) The provision or lack of provision 
of housing or essential needs support; or (b) the type of housing 
arrangement supported with funds allocated under this section, when 
the decision was made in good faith and in the performance of the 
powers and duties under this section. However, this section does not 
prohibit legal actions against the department, county, or essential 
needs or housing support entity to enforce contractual duties or 
obligations.  [2015 c 128 s 5; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 10 s 4; 2011 1st sp.s. 
c 36 s 4.]

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. c 10: See note following RCW 
74.62.030.

Findings—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 36: See RCW 74.62.005.
Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. c 36: See note following RCW 

74.62.005.

RCW 43.185C.230  Verification of eligibility—Medical care 
services.  The department, in collaboration with the department of 
social and health services, shall:

(1) Develop a mechanism through which the department and local 
governments or community-based organizations can verify a person has 
been determined eligible by the department of social and health 
services and remains eligible for the essential needs and housing 
support program; and

(2) Provide a secure and current list of individuals eligible for 
the essential needs and housing support program to designated entities 
within each county. The list must be updated at least monthly and 
include, as available and applicable, the eligible individual's:

(a) Name;
(b) Address;
(c) Phone number;
(d) Shelter location; and
(e) Case manager contact information.  [2018 c 48 s 3; 2013 2nd 

sp.s. c 10 s 5; 2011 1st sp.s. c 36 s 5.]
Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. c 10: See note following RCW 

74.62.030.
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Findings—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 36: See RCW 74.62.005.
Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. c 36: See note following RCW 

74.62.005.

RCW 43.185C.250  Youth services—Duties of crisis residential 
center administrator and department—Multidisciplinary team.  (1)(a) 
The administrator of a crisis residential center may convene a 
multidisciplinary team, which is to be locally based and administered, 
at the request of a child placed at the center or the child's parent.

(b) If the administrator has reasonable cause to believe that a 
child is a child in need of services and the parent is unavailable or 
unwilling to continue efforts to maintain the family structure, the 
administrator shall immediately convene a multidisciplinary team.

(c) A parent may disband a team twenty-four hours, excluding 
weekends and holidays, after receiving notice of formation of the team 
under (b) of this subsection unless a petition has been filed under 
RCW 13.32A.140. If a petition has been filed the parent may not 
disband the team until the hearing is held under RCW 13.32A.179. The 
court may allow the team to continue if an out-of-home placement is 
ordered under RCW 13.32A.179(3). Upon the filing of an at-risk youth 
or dependency petition the team shall cease to exist, unless the 
parent requests continuation of the team or unless the out-of-home 
placement was ordered under RCW 13.32A.179(3).

(2) The department shall request participation of appropriate 
state agencies to assist in the coordination and delivery of services 
through the multidisciplinary teams. Those agencies that agree to 
participate shall provide the director or the director's designee all 
information necessary to facilitate forming a multidisciplinary team 
and the director or the director's designee shall provide this 
information to the administrator of each crisis residential center.

(3) The administrator shall also seek participation from 
representatives of mental health and drug and alcohol treatment 
providers as appropriate.

(4) A parent shall be advised of the request to form a 
multidisciplinary team and may select additional members of the 
multidisciplinary team. The parent or child may request any person or 
persons to participate including, but not limited to, educators, law 
enforcement personnel, court personnel, family therapists, licensed 
health care practitioners, social service providers, youth residential 
placement providers, other family members, church representatives, and 
members of their own community. The administrator shall assist in 
obtaining the prompt participation of persons requested by the parent 
or child.

(5) When an administrator of a crisis residential center requests 
the formation of a team, the state agencies must respond as soon as 
possible.  [2017 c 277 s 3; 2015 c 69 s 11; 2000 c 123 s 4; 1995 c 312 
s 13. Formerly RCW 13.32A.042.]

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.
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RCW 43.185C.255  Youth services—Multidisciplinary team—Duties. 
(1) The purpose of the multidisciplinary team is to assist in a 
coordinated referral of the family to available social and health-
related services.

(2) The team shall have the authority to evaluate the juvenile, 
and family members, if appropriate and agreed to by the parent, and 
shall:

(a) With parental input, develop a plan of appropriate available 
services and assist the family in obtaining those services;

(b) Make a referral to the designated crisis responder, if 
appropriate;

(c) Recommend no further intervention because the juvenile and 
his or her family have resolved the problem causing the family 
conflict; or

(d) With the parent's consent, work with them to achieve 
reconciliation of the child and family.

(3) At the first meeting of the multidisciplinary team, it shall 
choose a member to coordinate the team's efforts. The parent member of 
the multidisciplinary team must agree with the choice of coordinator. 
The team shall meet or communicate as often as necessary to assist the 
family.

(4) The coordinator of the multidisciplinary team may assist in 
filing a child in need of services petition when requested by the 
parent or child or an at-risk youth petition when requested by the 
parent. The multidisciplinary team shall have no standing as a party 
in any action under this title.

(5) If the administrator is unable to contact the child's parent, 
the multidisciplinary team may be used for assistance. If the parent 
has not been contacted within five days the administrator shall 
contact the department of social and health services and request the 
case be reviewed for a dependency filing under chapter 13.34 RCW. 
[2016 sp.s. c 29 s 413; 2015 c 69 s 12; 2000 c 123 s 5; 1995 c 312 s 
14. Formerly RCW 13.32A.044.]

Effective dates—2016 sp.s. c 29: See note following RCW 
71.05.760.

Short title—Right of action—2016 sp.s. c 29: See notes following 
RCW 71.05.010.

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.

RCW 43.185C.260  Youth services—Officer taking child into 
custody—Authorization—Duration of custody—Transporting—Report on 
suspected abuse or neglect.  (1) A law enforcement officer shall take 
a child into custody:

(a) If a law enforcement agency has been contacted by the parent 
of the child that the child is absent from parental custody without 
consent; or

(b) If a law enforcement officer reasonably believes, considering 
the child's age, the location, and the time of day, that a child is in 
circumstances which constitute a danger to the child's safety or that 
a child is violating a local curfew ordinance; or
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(c) If an agency legally charged with the supervision of a child 
has notified a law enforcement agency that the child has run away from 
placement.

(2) Law enforcement custody shall not extend beyond the amount of 
time reasonably necessary to transport the child to a destination 
authorized by law and to place the child at that destination. Law 
enforcement custody continues until the law enforcement officer 
transfers custody to a person, agency, or other authorized entity 
under this chapter, or releases the child because no placement is 
available. Transfer of custody is not complete unless the person, 
agency, or entity to whom the child is released agrees to accept 
custody.

(3) If a law enforcement officer takes a child into custody 
pursuant to either subsection (1)(a) or (b) of this section and 
transports the child to a crisis residential center, the officer 
shall, within twenty-four hours of delivering the child to the center, 
provide to the center a written report detailing the reasons the 
officer took the child into custody. The center shall provide the 
department of children, youth, and families with a copy of the 
officer's report if the youth is in the care of or receiving services 
from the department of children, youth, and families.

(4) If the law enforcement officer who initially takes the 
juvenile into custody or the staff of the crisis residential center 
have reasonable cause to believe that the child is absent from home 
because he or she is abused or neglected, a report shall be made 
immediately to the department of children, youth, and families.

(5) Nothing in this section affects the authority of any 
political subdivision to make regulations concerning the conduct of 
minors in public places by ordinance or other local law.

(6) If a law enforcement officer has a reasonable suspicion that 
a child is being unlawfully harbored in violation of RCW 13.32A.080, 
the officer shall remove the child from the custody of the person 
harboring the child and shall transport the child to one of the 
locations specified in RCW 43.185C.265.

(7) If a law enforcement officer takes a juvenile into custody 
pursuant to subsection (1)(b) of this section and reasonably believes 
that the juvenile may be the victim of sexual exploitation, the 
officer shall:

(a) Transport the child to:
(i) An evaluation and treatment facility as defined in RCW 

71.34.020, including the receiving centers established in RCW 
7.68.380, for purposes of evaluation for behavioral health treatment 
authorized under chapter 71.34 RCW, including adolescent-initiated 
treatment, family-initiated treatment, or involuntary treatment; or

(ii) Another appropriate youth-serving entity or organization 
including, but not limited to:

(A) A HOPE Center as defined under RCW 43.185C.010;
(B) A foster family home as defined under RCW 74.15.020;
(C) A crisis residential center as defined under RCW 43.185C.010; 

or
(D) A community-based program that has expertise working with 

adolescents in crisis; or
(b) Coordinate transportation to one of the locations identified 

in (a) of this subsection, with a liaison dedicated to serving 
commercially sexually exploited children established under RCW 
74.14B.070 or a community service provider.
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(8) Law enforcement shall have the authority to take into 
protective custody a child who is or is attempting to engage in sexual 
conduct with another person for money or anything of value for 
purposes of investigating the individual or individuals who may be 
exploiting the child and deliver the child to an evaluation and 
treatment facility as defined in RCW 71.34.020, including the 
receiving centers established in RCW 7.68.380, for purposes of 
evaluation for behavioral health treatment authorized under chapter 
71.34 RCW, including adolescent-initiated treatment, family-initiated 
treatment, or involuntary treatment.

(9) No child may be placed in a secure facility except as 
provided in this chapter.  [2020 c 331 s 8; 2019 c 312 s 15; 2018 c 58 
s 61; 2017 c 277 s 4; 2015 c 69 s 13; 2000 c 123 s 6; 1997 c 146 s 2; 
1996 c 133 s 10; 1995 c 312 s 6; 1994 sp.s. c 7 s 505; 1990 c 276 s 5; 
1986 c 288 s 1; 1985 c 257 s 7; 1981 c 298 s 2; 1979 c 155 s 19. 
Formerly RCW 13.32A.050.]

Finding—2020 c 331: See note following RCW 7.68.380.
Effective date—Findings—Intent—2019 c 312: See notes following 

RCW 7.21.080.
Effective date—2018 c 58: See note following RCW 28A.655.080.
Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Findings—Short title—Intent—Construction—1996 c 133:  See 

notes following RCW 13.32A.197.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.
Finding—Intent—Severability—1994 sp.s. c 7: See notes following 

RCW 43.70.540.
Intent—1990 c 276: See RCW 13.32A.015.
Conflict with federal requirements—Severability—1990 c 276: See 

notes following RCW 13.32A.020.
Severability—1986 c 288: "If any provision of this act or its 

application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other 
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1986 c 288 s 13.]

Severability—1985 c 257: See note following RCW 13.34.165.
Severability—1981 c 298: See note following RCW 13.32A.040.
Effective date—Severability—1979 c 155: See notes following RCW 

13.04.011.

RCW 43.185C.265  Youth services—Officer taking child into 
custody—Procedure—Transporting to home, crisis residential center, 
custody of department of social and health services, or juvenile 
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detention facility.  (1) An officer taking a child into custody under 
RCW 43.185C.260(1) (a) or (b) shall inform the child of the reason for 
such custody and shall:

(a) Transport the child to his or her home or to a parent at his 
or her place of employment, if no parent is at home. The parent may 
request that the officer take the child to the home of an adult 
extended family member, responsible adult, crisis residential center, 
the department of children, youth, and families, or a licensed youth 
shelter. In responding to the request of the parent, the officer shall 
take the child to a requested place which, in the officer's belief, is 
within a reasonable distance of the parent's home. The officer 
releasing a child into the custody of a parent, an adult extended 
family member, responsible adult, or a licensed youth shelter shall 
inform the person receiving the child of the reason for taking the 
child into custody and inform all parties of the nature and location 
of appropriate services available in the community; or

(b) After attempting to notify the parent, take the child to a 
designated crisis residential center's secure facility or a center's 
semi-secure facility if a secure facility is full, not available, or 
not located within a reasonable distance if:

(i) The child expresses fear or distress at the prospect of being 
returned to his or her home which leads the officer to believe there 
is a possibility that the child is experiencing some type of abuse or 
neglect;

(ii) It is not practical to transport the child to his or her 
home or place of the parent's employment; or

(iii) There is no parent available to accept custody of the 
child; or

(c) After attempting to notify the parent, if a crisis 
residential center is full, not available, or not located within a 
reasonable distance, request the department of children, youth, and 
families to accept custody of the child. If the department of 
children, youth, and families determines that an appropriate placement 
is currently available, the department of children, youth, and 
families shall accept custody and place the child in an out-of-home 
placement. Upon accepting custody of a child from the officer, the 
department of children, youth, and families may place the child in an 
out-of-home placement for up to seventy-two hours, excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, without filing a child in need of 
services petition, obtaining parental consent, or obtaining an order 
for placement under chapter 13.34 RCW. Upon transferring a child to 
the department of children, youth, and families' custody, the officer 
shall provide written documentation of the reasons and the statutory 
basis for taking the child into custody. If the department of 
children, youth, and families declines to accept custody of the child, 
the officer may release the child after attempting to take the child 
to the following, in the order listed: The home of an adult extended 
family member; a responsible adult; or a licensed youth shelter. The 
officer shall immediately notify the department of children, youth, 
and families if no placement option is available and the child is 
released.

(2) An officer taking a child into custody under RCW 
43.185C.260(1)(c) shall inform the child of the reason for custody. An 
officer taking a child into custody under RCW 43.185C.260(1)(c) may 
release the child to the supervising agency, may return the child to 
the placement authorized by the supervising agency, or shall take the 
child to a designated crisis residential center.
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(3) Every officer taking a child into custody shall provide the 
child and his or her parent or parents or responsible adult with a 
copy of the statement specified in RCW 43.185C.290(6).

(4) Whenever an officer transfers custody of a child to a crisis 
residential center or the department of children, youth, and families, 
the child may reside in the crisis residential center or may be placed 
by the department of children, youth, and families in an out-of-home 
placement for an aggregate total period of time not to exceed seventy-
two hours excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. Thereafter, the 
child may continue in out-of-home placement only if the parent has not 
requested that the child return home, a child in need of services 
petition has been filed, or an order for placement has been entered 
under chapter 13.34 RCW.

(5) The department of children, youth, and families shall ensure 
that all law enforcement authorities are informed on a regular basis 
as to the location of all designated secure and semi-secure facilities 
within centers in their jurisdiction, where children taken into 
custody under RCW 43.185C.260 may be taken.  [2023 c 151 s 4; 2019 c 
312 s 16; 2015 c 69 s 14. Prior: 2000 c 162 s 11; 2000 c 162 s 1; 2000 
c 123 s 7; 1997 c 146 s 3; 1996 c 133 s 11; 1995 c 312 s 7; 1994 sp.s. 
c 7 s 506; 1985 c 257 s 8; 1981 c 298 s 3; 1979 c 155 s 20. Formerly 
RCW 13.32A.060.]

Effective date—Findings—Intent—2019 c 312: See notes following 
RCW 7.21.080.

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Effective date—2000 c 162 ss 11-17: "Sections 11 through 17 of 

this act take effect July 1, 2002." [2000 c 162 s 21.]
Findings—Short title—Intent—Construction—1996 c 133: See notes 

following RCW 13.32A.197.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.
Finding—Intent—Severability—1994 sp.s. c 7: See notes following 

RCW 43.70.540.
Severability—1985 c 257: See note following RCW 13.34.165.
Severability—1981 c 298: See note following RCW 13.32A.040.
Effective date—Severability—1979 c 155: See notes following RCW 

13.04.011.

RCW 43.185C.275  Youth services—Immunity from liability for law 
enforcement officer and person with whom child is placed.  (1) A law 
enforcement officer acting in good faith pursuant to this chapter is 
immune from civil or criminal liability for such action.

(2) A person with whom a child is placed pursuant to this chapter 
and who acts reasonably and in good faith is immune from civil or 
criminal liability for the act of receiving the child. The immunity 
does not release the person from liability under any other law.  [1996 
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c 133 s 13; 1995 c 312 s 8; 1986 c 288 s 2; 1981 c 298 s 5; 1979 c 155 
s 21. Formerly RCW 13.32A.070.]

Findings—Short title—Intent—Construction—1996 c 133: See notes 
following RCW 13.32A.197.

Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.
Severability—1986 c 288: See note following RCW 43.185C.260.
Severability—1981 c 298: See note following RCW 13.32A.040.
Effective date—Severability—1979 c 155: See notes following RCW 

13.04.011.

RCW 43.185C.280  Youth services—Duty to inform parents—
Transportation to child's home or out-of-home placement—Notice to 
department of social and health services.  (1) The administrator of a 
designated crisis residential center shall perform the duties under 
subsection (3) of this section:

(a) Upon admitting a child who has been brought to the center by 
a law enforcement officer under RCW 43.185C.265;

(b) Upon admitting a child who has run away from home or has 
requested admittance to the center;

(c) Upon learning from a person under RCW 13.32A.082 that the 
person is providing shelter to a child absent from home; or

(d) Upon learning that a child has been placed with a responsible 
adult pursuant to RCW 43.185C.265.

(2) Transportation expenses of the child shall be at the parent's 
expense to the extent of his or her ability to pay, with any unmet 
transportation expenses assumed by the crisis residential center.

(3) When any of the circumstances under subsection (1) of this 
section are present, the administrator of a center shall perform the 
following duties:

(a) Immediately notify the child's parent of the child's 
whereabouts, physical and emotional condition, and the circumstances 
surrounding his or her placement;

(b) Initially notify the parent that it is the paramount concern 
of the family reconciliation service personnel to achieve a 
reconciliation between the parent and child to reunify the family and 
inform the parent as to the procedures to be followed under this 
chapter;

(c) Inform the parent whether a referral to children's protective 
services has been made and, if so, inform the parent of the standard 
pursuant to RCW 26.44.020(1) governing child abuse and neglect in this 
state; and either

(d)(i) Arrange transportation for the child to the residence of 
the parent, as soon as practicable, when the child and his or her 
parent agrees to the child's return home or when the parent produces a 
copy of a court order entered under this chapter requiring the child 
to reside in the parent's home; or

(ii) Arrange transportation for the child to: (A) An out-of-home 
placement which may include a licensed group care facility or foster 
family when agreed to by the child and parent; or (B) a certified or 
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licensed mental health or chemical dependency program of the parent's 
choice.

(4) If the administrator of the crisis residential center 
performs the duties listed in subsection (3) of this section, he or 
she shall also notify the department of social and health services 
that a child has been admitted to the crisis residential center. 
[2015 c 69 s 16; 2000 c 123 s 11; 1996 c 133 s 7; 1995 c 312 s 10; 
1990 c 276 s 6; 1981 c 298 s 7; 1979 c 155 s 23. Formerly RCW 
13.32A.090.]

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Findings—Short title—Intent—Construction—1996 c 133: See notes 

following RCW 13.32A.197.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.
Intent—1990 c 276: See RCW 13.32A.015.
Conflict with federal requirements—Severability—1990 c 276: See 

notes following RCW 13.32A.020.
Severability—1981 c 298: See note following RCW 13.32A.040.
Effective date—Severability—1979 c 155: See notes following RCW 

13.04.011.

RCW 43.185C.285  Youth services—Unauthorized leave from crisis 
residential center—Notice to parents, law enforcement, and the 
department of children, youth, and families.  The administrator of a 
crisis residential center shall notify parents and the appropriate law 
enforcement agency as to any unauthorized leave from the center by a 
child placed at the center. The administrator shall also notify the 
department of children, youth, and families immediately as to any 
unauthorized leave from the center by a child who is in the care of or 
receiving services from the department of children, youth, and 
families.  [2018 c 58 s 60; 2017 c 277 s 5; 2015 c 69 s 17; 2000 c 123 
s 12; 1996 c 133 s 15; 1995 c 312 s 21. Formerly RCW 13.32A.095.]

Effective date—2018 c 58: See note following RCW 28A.655.080.
Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Findings—Short title—Intent—Construction—1996 c 133: See notes 

following RCW 13.32A.197.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.

RCW 43.185C.290  Youth services—Child admitted to secure 
facility—Maximum hours of custody—Evaluation for semi-secure facility 
or release to department of social and health services—Parental right 
to remove child—Reconciliation effort—Information to parent and child
—Written statement of services and rights—Crisis residential center 

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 43.185C RCW Page 36



immunity from liability.  (1) A child admitted to a secure facility 
located in a juvenile detention center shall remain in the facility 
for at least twenty-four hours after admission but for not more than 
five consecutive days. A child admitted to a secure facility not 
located in a juvenile detention center or a semi-secure facility may 
remain for not more than fifteen consecutive days. If a child is 
transferred between a secure and semi-secure facility, the aggregate 
length of time a child may remain in both facilities shall not exceed 
fifteen consecutive days per admission, and in no event may a child's 
stay in a secure facility located in a juvenile detention center 
exceed five days per admission.

(2)(a)(i) The facility administrator shall determine within 
twenty-four hours after a child's admission to a secure facility 
whether the child is likely to remain in a semi-secure facility and 
may transfer the child to a semi-secure facility or release the child 
to the department of social and health services. The determination 
shall be based on: (A) The need for continued assessment, protection, 
and treatment of the child in a secure facility; and (B) the 
likelihood the child would remain at a semi-secure facility until his 
or her parents can take the child home or a petition can be filed 
under this title.

(ii) In making the determination the administrator shall consider 
the following information if known: (A) The child's age and maturity; 
(B) the child's condition upon arrival at the center; (C) the 
circumstances that led to the child's being taken to the center; (D) 
whether the child's behavior endangers the health, safety, or welfare 
of the child or any other person; (E) the child's history of running 
away; and (F) the child's willingness to cooperate in the assessment.

(b) If the administrator of a secure facility determines the 
child is unlikely to remain in a semi-secure facility, the 
administrator shall keep the child in the secure facility pursuant to 
this chapter and in order to provide for space for the child may 
transfer another child who has been in the facility for at least 
seventy-two hours to a semi-secure facility. The administrator shall 
only make a transfer of a child after determining that the child who 
may be transferred is likely to remain at the semi-secure facility.

(c) A crisis residential center administrator is authorized to 
transfer a child to a crisis residential center in the area where the 
child's parents reside or where the child's lawfully prescribed 
residence is located.

(d) An administrator may transfer a child from a semi-secure 
facility to a secure facility whenever he or she reasonably believes 
that the child is likely to leave the semi-secure facility and not 
return and after full consideration of all factors in (a)(i) and (ii) 
of this subsection.

(3) If no parent is available or willing to remove the child 
during the first seventy-two hours following admission, the department 
of social and health services shall consider the filing of a petition 
under RCW 13.32A.140.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this 
section, the parents may remove the child at any time unless the staff 
of the crisis residential center has reasonable cause to believe that 
the child is absent from the home because he or she is abused or 
neglected or if allegations of abuse or neglect have been made against 
the parents. The department of social and health services or any 
agency legally charged with the supervision of a child may remove a 
child from a crisis residential center at any time after the first 
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twenty-four hour period after admission has elapsed and only after 
full consideration by all parties of the factors in subsection (2)(a) 
of this section.

(5) Crisis residential center staff shall make reasonable efforts 
to protect the child and achieve a reconciliation of the family. If a 
reconciliation and voluntary return of the child has not been achieved 
within forty-eight hours from the time of admission, and if the 
administrator of the center does not consider it likely that 
reconciliation will be achieved within five days of the child's 
admission to the center, then the administrator shall inform the 
parent and child of: (a) The availability of counseling services; (b) 
the right to file a child in need of services petition for an out-of-
home placement, the right of a parent to file an at-risk youth 
petition, and the right of the parent and child to obtain assistance 
in filing the petition; (c) the right to request the facility 
administrator or his or her designee to form a multidisciplinary team; 
(d) the right to request a review of any out-of-home placement; (e) 
the right to request a mental health or chemical dependency evaluation 
by a county-designated professional or a private treatment facility; 
and (f) the right to request treatment in a program to address the 
child's at-risk behavior under RCW 13.32A.197.

(6) At no time shall information regarding a parent's or child's 
rights be withheld. The department shall develop and distribute to all 
law enforcement agencies and to each crisis residential center 
administrator a written statement delineating the services and rights. 
The administrator of the facility or his or her designee shall provide 
every resident and parent with a copy of the statement.

(7) A crisis residential center and any person employed at the 
center acting in good faith in carrying out the provisions of this 
section are immune from criminal or civil liability for such actions. 
[2015 c 69 s 18; 2009 c 569 s 1. Prior: 2000 c 162 s 13; 2000 c 162 s 
3; 2000 c 123 s 15; 1997 c 146 s 4; 1996 c 133 s 8; 1995 c 312 s 12; 
1994 sp.s. c 7 s 508; 1992 c 205 s 206; 1990 c 276 s 8; 1985 c 257 s 
9; 1981 c 298 s 9; 1979 c 155 s 27. Formerly RCW 13.32A.130.]

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Effective date—2000 c 162 ss 11-17: See note following RCW 

43.185C.265.
Findings—Short title—Intent—Construction—1996 c 133: See notes 

following RCW 13.32A.197.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.
Finding—Intent—Severability—1994 sp.s. c 7: See notes following 

RCW 43.70.540.
Part headings not law—Severability—1992 c 205: See notes 

following RCW 13.40.010.
Intent—1990 c 276: See RCW 13.32A.015.
Conflict with federal requirements—Severability—1990 c 276: See 

notes following RCW 13.32A.020.
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Severability—1985 c 257: See note following RCW 13.34.165.
Severability—1981 c 298: See note following RCW 13.32A.040.
Effective date—Severability—1979 c 155: See notes following RCW 

13.04.011.

RCW 43.185C.295  Youth services—Crisis residential centers—
Establishment—Staff—Duties—Semi-secure facilities—Secure 
facilities.  (1) The department shall establish, through performance-
based contracts with private or public vendors, regional crisis 
residential centers with semi-secure facilities. These facilities 
shall be structured group care facilities licensed under rules adopted 
by the department of social and health services and shall have an 
average of at least four adult staff members and in no event less than 
three adult staff members to every eight children.

(2) Crisis residential centers must record client information 
into a homeless management information system specified by the 
department.

(3) Within available funds appropriated for this purpose, the 
department shall establish, through performance-based contracts with 
private or public vendors, regional crisis residential centers with 
secure facilities. These facilities shall be facilities licensed under 
rules adopted by the department of social and health services. These 
centers may also include semi-secure facilities and to such extent 
shall be subject to subsection (1) of this section.

(4) The department shall, in addition to the facilities 
established under subsections (1) and (2) of this section, establish 
additional crisis residential centers pursuant to performance-based 
contracts with licensed private group care facilities.

(5) The department is authorized to allow contracting entities to 
include a combination of secure or semi-secure crisis residential 
centers as defined in RCW 13.32A.030 and/or HOPE centers pursuant to 
RCW 43.185C.315 in the same building or structure. The department of 
social and health services shall permit the colocation of these 
centers only if the entity operating the facility agrees to designate 
a particular number of beds to each type of center that is located 
within the building or structure.

(6) The staff at the facilities established under this section 
shall be trained so that they may effectively counsel juveniles 
admitted to the centers, provide treatment, supervision, and structure 
to the juveniles that recognize the need for support and the varying 
circumstances that cause children to leave their families, and carry 
out the responsibilities stated in RCW 43.185C.280.

(7) The secure facilities located within crisis residential 
centers shall be operated to conform with the definition in RCW 
13.32A.030. The facilities shall have an average of no less than one 
adult staff member to every ten children. The staffing ratio shall 
continue to ensure the safety of the children.

(8) If a secure crisis residential center is located in or 
adjacent to a secure juvenile detention facility, the center shall be 
operated in a manner that prevents in-person contact between the 
residents of the center and the persons held in such facility.  [2017 
c 277 s 6; 2015 c 69 s 19; 2011 c 240 s 1; 2009 c 520 s 53; 1998 c 296 
s 4; 1995 c 312 s 60; 1979 c 155 s 78. Formerly RCW 74.13.032.]
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Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—Short title—1998 c 296: 

See notes following RCW 74.13.025.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.
Effective date—Severability—1979 c 155: See notes following RCW 

13.04.011.

RCW 43.185C.2951  Youth services—Crisis residential centers—
Incremental increase in beds.  Subject to funds appropriated for this 
purpose, the capacity available in crisis residential centers 
established pursuant to this chapter shall be increased incrementally 
by no fewer than ten beds per fiscal year through fiscal year 2019 in 
order to accommodate truant students found in contempt of a court 
order to attend school. The additional capacity shall be distributed 
around the state based upon need and, to the extent feasible, shall be 
geographically situated to expand the use of crisis residential 
centers as set forth in this chapter so they are available for use by 
all courts for housing truant youth.  [2016 c 205 s 12.]

RCW 43.185C.300  Youth services—Secure facilities—Limit on 
reimbursement or compensation.  No contract may provide reimbursement 
or compensation to:

(1) A secure facility located in a juvenile detention center for 
any service delivered or provided to a resident child after five 
consecutive days of residence; or

(2) A secure facility not located in a juvenile detention center 
or a semi-secure crisis residential center facility for any service 
delivered or provided to a resident child after fifteen consecutive 
days of residence.  [2009 c 569 s 2; 1995 c 312 s 61. Formerly RCW 
74.13.0321.]

Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.

RCW 43.185C.305  Youth services—Crisis residential centers—
Removal from—Services available—Unauthorized leave.  (1) If a 
resident of a crisis residential center becomes by his or her behavior 
disruptive to the facility's program, such resident may be immediately 
removed to a separate area within the facility and counseled on an 
individual basis until such time as the child regains his or her 
composure. The department may set rules and regulations establishing 
additional procedures for dealing with severely disruptive children on 
the premises.

(2) When the juvenile resides in this facility, all services 
deemed necessary to the juvenile's reentry to normal family life shall 
be made available to the juvenile as required by chapter 13.32A RCW. 
In assessing the child and providing these services, the facility 
staff shall:

(a) Interview the juvenile as soon as possible;
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(b) Contact the juvenile's parents and arrange for a counseling 
interview with the juvenile and his or her parents as soon as 
possible;

(c) Conduct counseling interviews with the juvenile and his or 
her parents, to the end that resolution of the child/parent conflict 
is attained and the child is returned home as soon as possible;

(d) Provide additional crisis counseling as needed, to the end 
that placement of the child in the crisis residential center will be 
required for the shortest time possible, but not to exceed fifteen 
consecutive days; and

(e) Convene, when appropriate, a multidisciplinary team.
(3) Based on the assessments done under subsection (2) of this 

section the center staff may refer any child who, as the result of a 
mental or emotional disorder, or intoxication by alcohol or other 
drugs, is suicidal, seriously assaultive, or seriously destructive 
toward others, or otherwise similarly evidences an immediate need for 
emergency medical evaluation and possible care, for evaluation 
pursuant to chapter 71.34 RCW or to a designated crisis responder 
pursuant to chapter 71.05 RCW whenever such action is deemed 
appropriate and consistent with law.

(4) A juvenile taking unauthorized leave from a facility shall be 
apprehended and returned to it by law enforcement officers or other 
persons designated as having this authority as provided in RCW 
43.185C.260. If returned to the facility after having taken 
unauthorized leave for a period of more than twenty-four hours a 
juvenile shall be supervised by such a facility for a period, pursuant 
to this chapter, which, unless where otherwise provided, may not 
exceed fifteen consecutive days. Costs of housing juveniles admitted 
to crisis residential centers shall be assumed by the department for a 
period not to exceed fifteen consecutive days.  [2016 sp.s. c 29 s 
428; 2015 c 69 s 20; 2009 c 569 s 3; 2000 c 162 s 16; 2000 c 162 s 7; 
1995 c 312 s 62; 1992 c 205 s 213; 1979 c 155 s 79. Formerly RCW 
74.13.033.]

Effective dates—2016 sp.s. c 29: See note following RCW 
71.05.760.

Short title—Right of action—2016 sp.s. c 29: See notes following 
RCW 71.05.010.

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Effective date—2000 c 162 ss 11-17: See note following RCW 

43.185C.265.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.
Part headings not law—Severability—1992 c 205: See notes 

following RCW 13.40.010.
Effective date—Severability—1979 c 155: See notes following RCW 

13.04.011.

RCW 43.185C.310  Youth services—Crisis residential centers—
Removal to another center or secure facility—Placement in secure 
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juvenile detention facility.  (1) A child taken into custody and taken 
to a crisis residential center established pursuant to RCW 43.185C.295 
may, if the center is unable to provide appropriate treatment, 
supervision, and structure to the child, be taken at department 
expense to another crisis residential center, the nearest regional 
secure crisis residential center, or a secure facility with which it 
is collocated under RCW 43.185C.295. Placement in both locations shall 
not exceed fifteen consecutive days from the point of intake as 
provided in RCW 43.185C.290.

(2) A child taken into custody and taken to a crisis residential 
center established by this chapter may be placed physically by the 
department of social and health services' designee and, at their 
departmental expense and approval, in a secure juvenile detention 
facility operated by the county in which the center is located for a 
maximum of forty-eight hours, including Saturdays, Sundays, and 
holidays, if the child has taken unauthorized leave from the center 
and the person in charge of the center determines that the center 
cannot provide supervision and structure adequate to ensure that the 
child will not again take unauthorized leave. Juveniles placed in such 
a facility pursuant to this section may not, to the extent possible, 
come in contact with alleged or convicted juvenile or adult offenders.

(3) Any child placed in secure detention pursuant to this section 
shall, during the period of confinement, be provided with appropriate 
treatment by the department of social and health services or the 
department's designee, which shall include the services defined in RCW 
43.185C.305(2). If the child placed in secure detention is not 
returned home or if an alternative living arrangement agreeable to the 
parent and the child is not made within twenty-four hours after the 
child's admission, the child shall be taken at the department's 
expense to a crisis residential center. Placement in the crisis 
residential center or centers plus placement in juvenile detention 
shall not exceed five consecutive days from the point of intake as 
provided in RCW 43.185C.290.

(4) Juvenile detention facilities used pursuant to this section 
shall first be certified by the department of social and health 
services to ensure that juveniles placed in the facility pursuant to 
this section are provided with living conditions suitable to the well-
being of the child. Where space is available, juvenile courts, when 
certified by the department of social and health services to do so, 
shall provide secure placement for juveniles pursuant to this section, 
at department expense.  [2015 c 69 s 21; 2009 c 569 s 4; 2000 c 162 s 
17; 2000 c 162 s 8; 1995 c 312 s 63; 1992 c 205 s 214; 1991 c 364 s 5; 
1981 c 298 s 17; 1979 ex.s. c 165 s 21; 1979 c 155 s 80. Formerly RCW 
74.13.034.]

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Effective date—2000 c 162 ss 11-17: See note following RCW 

43.185C.265.
Short title—1995 c 312: See note following RCW 13.32A.010.
Part headings not law—Severability—1992 c 205: See notes 

following RCW 13.40.010.
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Conflict with federal requirements—1991 c 364: See note 
following RCW 71.05.210.

Severability—1981 c 298: See note following RCW 13.32A.040.
Effective date—Severability—1979 c 155: See notes following RCW 

13.04.011.
Child admitted to secure facility—Maximum hours of custody—

Reconciliation effort—Information to parent and child—Written 
statement of services and rights: RCW 43.185C.290.

RCW 43.185C.315  Youth services—HOPE centers—Establishment—
Requirements.  (1) The department shall establish HOPE centers across 
the state and may establish HOPE centers by contract, within funds 
appropriated by the legislature specifically for this purpose. HOPE 
centers shall be operated in a manner to reasonably assure that street 
youth placed there will not run away. Pursuant to rules established by 
the facility administrator, residents may come and go from the 
facility at reasonable hours such that no residents are free to come 
and go at all hours of the day and night. The facility administrator, 
where appropriate, may condition a resident's leaving the facility 
upon the resident being accompanied by the administrator or the 
administrator's designee and the resident may be required to notify 
the administrator or the administrator's designee of any intent to 
leave, his or her intended destination, and the probable time of his 
or her return to the HOPE center. Any street youth who runs away from 
a HOPE center shall not be readmitted unless specifically authorized 
by the street youth's placement and liaison specialist, and the 
placement and liaison specialist shall document with specific factual 
findings an appropriate basis for readmitting any street youth to a 
HOPE center. HOPE centers are required to have the following:

(a) A license issued by the department of children, youth, and 
families, including staff who meet licensing qualifications;

(b) A case manager who may be a contractual or a part-time 
employee, but must be available to work with street youth in a HOPE 
center at a ratio of one to every fifteen youth staying in a HOPE 
center. This case manager shall be known as a placement and liaison 
specialist. Preference shall be given to those case managers who have 
experience working with adolescents and are cross-credentialed in 
mental health and chemical dependency. The placement and liaison 
specialist shall:

(i) Conduct an assessment of the street youth that includes a 
determination of the street youth's legal status regarding residential 
placement;

(ii) Facilitate the street youth's return to his or her legally 
authorized residence at the earliest possible date or initiate 
processes to arrange legally authorized appropriate placement. Any 
street youth who may meet the definition of dependent child under RCW 
13.34.030 must be referred to the department of children, youth, and 
families. The department of children, youth, and families shall 
determine whether a dependency petition should be filed under chapter 
13.34 RCW. A shelter care hearing must be held within seventy-two 
hours to authorize out-of-home placement for any youth the department 
of children, youth, and families determines is appropriate for out-of-
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home placement under chapter 13.34 RCW. All of the provisions of 
chapter 13.32A RCW must be followed for children in need of services 
or at-risk youth;

(iii) Interface with other relevant resources and system 
representatives to secure long-term residential placement and other 
needed services for the street youth;

(iv) Be assigned immediately to each youth and meet with the 
youth within eight hours of the youth receiving HOPE center services;

(v) Facilitate a physical examination of any street youth who has 
not seen a physician within one year prior to residence at a HOPE 
center and facilitate evaluation by a county-designated mental health 
professional, a chemical dependency specialist, or both if 
appropriate; and

(vi) Arrange an educational assessment to measure the street 
youth's competency level in reading, writing, and basic mathematics, 
and that will measure learning disabilities or special needs;

(c) Staff trained in development needs of street youth as 
determined by the department, including but not limited to an on-site 
program manager who must work with the placement and liaison 
specialist to provide appropriate services on-site;

(d) A data collection system that measures outcomes for the 
population served, and enables research and evaluation that can be 
used for future program development and service delivery. Data 
collection systems must have confidentiality rules and protocols 
developed by the department;

(e) Notification requirements that meet the notification 
requirements of chapter 13.32A RCW. The youth's arrival date and time 
must be logged at intake by HOPE center staff. The staff must 
immediately notify law enforcement and dependency caseworkers if a 
street youth runs away from a HOPE center. A child may be transferred 
to a secure facility as defined in RCW 13.32A.030 whenever the staff 
reasonably believes that a street youth is likely to leave the HOPE 
center and not return after full consideration of the factors set 
forth in RCW 43.185C.290(2)(a) (i) and (ii). The street youth's 
temporary placement in the HOPE center must be authorized by the court 
or the secretary of the department of children, youth, and families if 
the youth is a dependent of the state under chapter 13.34 RCW or the 
department of children, youth, and families is responsible for the 
youth under chapter 13.32A RCW, or by the youth's parent or legal 
custodian, until such time as the parent can retrieve the youth who is 
returning to home;

(f) HOPE centers must identify to the department of children, 
youth, and families any street youth it serves who is not returning 
promptly to home. The department of children, youth, and families then 
must contact the missing children's clearinghouse identified in 
chapter 13.60 RCW and either report the youth's location or report 
that the youth is the subject of a dependency action and the parent 
should receive notice from the department of children, youth, and 
families; and

(g) Services that provide counseling and education to the street 
youth.

(2) The department shall award contracts for the operation of 
HOPE center beds with the goal of facilitating the coordination of 
services provided for youth by such programs and those services 
provided by secure and semi-secure crisis residential centers.

(3) Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the 
department must incrementally increase the number of available HOPE 
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beds by at least seventeen beds in fiscal year 2017, at least 
seventeen beds in fiscal year 2018, and at least seventeen beds in 
fiscal year 2019, such that by July 1, 2019, seventy-five HOPE beds 
are established and operated throughout the state as set forth in 
subsection (1) of this section.

(4) Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the beds 
available in HOPE centers shall be increased incrementally. The 
additional capacity shall be distributed around the state based upon 
need and, to the extent feasible, shall be geographically situated so 
that HOPE beds are available across the state. In determining the need 
for increased numbers of HOPE beds in a particular county or counties, 
one of the considerations should be the volume of truancy petitions 
filed there.  [2019 c 124 s 3; 2017 c 277 s 7; 2016 c 205 s 10; 2015 c 
69 s 22; 2011 c 240 s 2; 1999 c 267 s 12. Formerly RCW 74.15.220.]

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Phase in of beds—1999 c 267 ss 12 and 13: "Within funds 

specifically appropriated by the legislature, HOPE center beds 
referenced in section 12 of this act and responsible living skills 
program beds referenced in section 13 of this act shall be phased in 
at the rate of twenty-five percent each year beginning January 1, 
2000, until the maximum is attained." [1999 c 267 s 26.]

Effective date—1999 c 267 ss 12 and 13: "Sections 12 and 13 of 
this act take effect January 1, 2000." [1999 c 267 s 27.]

Findings—Intent—Severability—1999 c 267: See notes following 
RCW 43.20A.790.

RCW 43.185C.320  Youth services—HOPE centers—Eligibility—
Minors.  To be eligible for placement in a HOPE center, a minor must 
be either a street youth, as that term is defined in this chapter, or 
a youth who, without placement in a HOPE center, will continue to 
participate in increasingly risky behavior, including truancy. Youth 
may also self-refer to a HOPE center.  [2017 c 277 s 8; 2016 c 205 s 
11; 2015 c 69 s 23; 2008 c 267 s 10. Formerly RCW 74.15.225.]

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.

RCW 43.185C.325  Youth services—HOPE centers—Responsible living 
skills programs—Grant proposals—Technical assistance.  The department 
shall provide technical assistance in preparation of grant proposals 
for HOPE centers and responsible living skills programs to nonprofit 
organizations unfamiliar with and inexperienced in submission of 
requests for proposals to the department.  [1999 c 267 s 21. Formerly 
RCW 74.15.260.]

Findings—Intent—Severability—1999 c 267: See notes following 
RCW 43.20A.790.

RCW 43.185C.330  Youth services—HOPE centers—Responsible living 
skills programs—Awarding of contracts.  The department shall consider 
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prioritizing, on an ongoing basis, the awarding of contracts for HOPE 
centers and responsible living skills programs to providers who have 
not traditionally been awarded contracts with the department.  [1999 c 
267 s 22. Formerly RCW 74.15.270.]

Findings—Intent—Severability—1999 c 267: See notes following 
RCW 43.20A.790.

RCW 43.185C.340  Students experiencing homelessness—Grant 
program to link families with housing—Program goals—Grant process—
Requirements—Grantees report to the department.  (1) Subject to funds 
appropriated for this specific purpose, the department shall 
administer a grant program that links students experiencing 
homelessness and their families with stable housing located in the 
student's school district. The goals of the program are to:

(a) Provide educational stability for students experiencing 
homelessness by promoting housing stability; and

(b) Encourage the development of collaborative strategies between 
housing and education partners.

(2) To ensure that innovative strategies between housing and 
education partners are developed and implemented, the department may 
contract and consult with a designated vendor to provide technical 
assistance and program evaluation, assist with making grant awards, 
and support collaboration between the department and the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction. If the department contracts with 
a vendor, the vendor must be selected by the director and:

(a) Be a nonprofit vendor;
(b) Be located in Washington state; and
(c) Have a demonstrated record of working toward the housing and 

educational stability of students and families experiencing 
homelessness.

(3) In implementing the program, the department, or the 
department in partnership with its designated vendor, shall consult 
with the office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(4)(a) The department, or the designated vendor in consultation 
with the department, shall develop a competitive grant process to make 
grant awards to eligible organizations on implementation of the 
proposal. For the purposes of this subsection, "eligible organization" 
means any local government, local housing authority, behavioral health 
administrative services organization established under chapter 71.24 
RCW, behavioral health organization, nonprofit community or 
neighborhood-based organization, federally recognized Indian tribe in 
the state of Washington, or regional or statewide nonprofit housing 
assistance organization. Applications for the grant program must 
include a letter of support from the applicable school districts. 
Within 60 days of receiving a grant award under this section, a 
memorandum of understanding must be established between the housing 
providers and school districts defining the responsibilities and 
commitments of each party to identify, house, and support students 
experiencing homelessness. The memorandum must include:

(i) How housing providers will partner with school districts to 
address gaps and needs and develop sustainable strategies to help 
students experiencing homelessness; and
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(ii) How data on students experiencing homelessness and their 
families will be collected and shared in accordance with privacy 
protections under applicable federal and state laws.

(b) If a memorandum of understanding cannot be established as 
required by (a) of this subsection, the housing provider and school 
districts may work with the department on a case-by-case basis to 
provide, in lieu of a memorandum of understanding, a detailed 
accountability plan for a partnership between the housing provider and 
the school districts.

(5) In determining which eligible organizations will receive 
grants, the department must ensure that selected grantees reflect 
geographic diversity across the state. Greater weight shall be given 
to eligible organizations that demonstrate a commitment to:

(a) Partnering with local schools or school districts as 
demonstrated by a letter of support; and

(b) Developing and implementing evidence-informed strategies to 
address racial inequities. Specific strategies may include, but are 
not limited to:

(i) Hiring direct service staff who reflect the racial, cultural, 
and language demographics of the population being served;

(ii) Committing to inclusive programming by intentionally seeking 
and utilizing input from the population being served;

(iii) Ensuring eligibility criteria does not unintentionally 
screen out people of color and further racial inequity; and

(iv) Creating access points in locations frequented by parents, 
guardians, and unaccompanied homeless youth of color.

(6) Activities eligible for assistance under this grant program 
include but are not limited to:

(a) Rental assistance, which includes utilities, security and 
utility deposits, first and last month's rent, rental application 
fees, moving expenses, and other eligible expenses to be determined by 
the department;

(b) Transportation assistance, including gasoline assistance for 
students and families with vehicles and bus passes;

(c) Emergency shelter;
(d) Housing stability case management; and
(e) Other collaborative housing strategies, including prevention 

and strength-based safety and housing approaches.
(7)(a) All beneficiaries of funds from the grant program must be 

from households that include at least one student experiencing 
homelessness as defined as a child or youth without a fixed, regular, 
and adequate nighttime residence in accordance with the federal 
McKinney-Vento homeless assistance act, 42 U.S.C. Sec. 11431 through 
11435.

(b) For the purposes of this section, "student experiencing 
homelessness" includes unaccompanied homeless youth not in the 
physical custody of a parent or guardian. "Unaccompanied homeless 
youth" includes students up to the age of twenty-one, in alignment 
with the qualifications for school admissions under RCW 
28A.225.160(1).

(8)(a) Grantee organizations must compile and report information 
to the department. The department shall report to the legislature the 
findings of the grantee, the housing stability of the homeless 
families, and any related policy recommendations.

(b) Grantees must track and report on the following measures 
including, but not limited to:

(i) Length of time enrolled in the grant program;
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(ii) Housing destination at program exit;
(iii) Type of residence prior to enrollment in the grant program; 

and
(iv) Number of times homeless in the past three years.
(c) Grantees must also include in their reports a narrative 

description discussing its partnership with school districts as set 
forth in the memorandum outlined in subsection (4) of this section. 
Reports must also include the kinds of supports grantees are providing 
students and families to support academic learning.

(d) Data on all program participants must be entered into and 
tracked through the Washington homeless client management information 
system as described in RCW 43.185C.180.

(9) In order to ensure that housing providers are meeting the 
requirements of the grant program for students experiencing 
homelessness, the department, or the department in partnership with 
its designee, shall monitor the program at least once every two years.

(10) Any program review and monitoring under this section may be 
conducted concurrently with other program reviews and monitoring 
conducted by the department. In its review, the department, or the 
department in partnership with its designee, shall monitor program 
components that include the process used by the eligible organization 
to identify and reach out to students experiencing homelessness, and 
other indicators to determine how well the eligible organization is 
meeting the housing needs of students experiencing homelessness. The 
department, or the department in partnership with its designee, shall 
provide technical assistance and support to housing providers to 
better implement the program.

(11) The department is subject to the requirements established in 
RCW 28A.300.542(9).  [2023 c 386 s 2. Prior: 2019 c 412 s 2; 2019 c 
325 s 5015; 2016 c 157 s 3.]

Effective date—2019 c 325: See note following RCW 71.24.011.
Finding—Intent—Short title—2016 c 157: See notes following RCW 

28A.300.540.

RCW 43.185C.900  Short title.  This chapter may be known and 
cited as the homelessness housing and assistance act.  [2005 c 484 s 
2.]

RCW 43.185C.901  Conflict with federal requirements—2005 c 484. 
If any part of this act is found to be in conflict with federal 
requirements that are a prescribed condition to the allocation of 
federal funds to the state, the conflicting part of this act is 
inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict and with respect to 
the agencies directly affected, and this finding does not affect the 
operation of the remainder of this act in its application to the 
agencies concerned. Rules adopted under this act must meet federal 
requirements that are a necessary condition to the receipt of federal 
funds by the state.  [2005 c 484 s 24.]

RCW 43.185C.902  Effective date—2005 c 484.  This act takes 
effect August 1, 2005.  [2005 c 484 s 25.]
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