
RCW 7.120.030  Forfeiture of real property—Claims of landlords. 
(Effective January 1, 2026.)  (1) Upon the entry of an order of 
forfeiture of real property, the court shall forward a copy of the 
order to the assessor of the county in which the property is located. 
Orders for the forfeiture of real property shall be entered by the 
superior court, subject to court rules. Such an order shall be filed 
by the seizing agency in the county auditor's records in the county in 
which the real property is located.

(2)(a) A landlord may assert a claim against proceeds from the 
sale of assets seized and forfeited only if:

(i) An employee, agent, or officer of the seizing agency, while 
acting in his or her official capacity, directly caused damage to the 
complaining landlord's property while executing a search of a tenant's 
residence; and

(ii) The landlord has applied any funds remaining in the tenant's 
deposit, to which the landlord has a right under chapter 59.18 RCW, to 
cover the damage directly caused by the employee, agent, or officer of 
the seizing agency prior to asserting a claim under the provisions of 
this section;

(A) Only if the funds applied under (a)(ii) of this subsection 
are insufficient to satisfy the damage directly caused by the 
employee, agent, or officer of the seizing agency, may the landlord 
seek compensation for the damage by filing a claim against the 
governmental entity under whose authority the seizing agency operates 
within 30 days after the search;

(B) Only if the governmental entity denies or fails to respond to 
the landlord's claim within 60 days of the date of filing, may the 
landlord collect damages under this subsection by filing within 30 
days of denial or the expiration of the 60-day period, whichever 
occurs first, a claim with the seizing agency. The seizing agency must 
notify the landlord of the status of the claim by the end of the 30-
day period. Nothing in this section requires the claim to be paid by 
the end of the 60-day or 30-day period.

(b) For any claim filed under (a)(ii) of this subsection, the 
seizing agency shall pay the claim unless the agency provides 
substantial proof that the landlord either:

(i) Knew or consented to actions of the tenant in violation of 
this chapter or the chapter pursuant to which the seizure was made; or

(ii) Failed to respond to a notification of the illegal activity, 
provided by a law enforcement agency under RCW 59.18.075, within seven 
days of receipt of notification of the illegal activity.

(3) The landlord's claim for damages under subsection (2) of this 
section may not include a claim for loss of business and is limited 
to:

(a) Damage to tangible property and clean-up costs;
(b) The lesser of the cost of repair or fair market value of the 

damage directly caused by the employee, agent, or officer of the 
seizing agency;

(c) The proceeds from the sale of the specific tenant's property 
seized and forfeited; and

(d) The proceeds available after the seizing law enforcement 
agency satisfies any bona fide security interest in the tenant's 
property and costs related to sale of the tenant's property.

(4) Subsections (2) and (3) of this section do not limit any 
other rights a landlord may have against a tenant to collect for 
damages. However, if a seizing agency satisfies a landlord's claim 
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under subsection (2) of this section, the rights the landlord has 
against the tenant for damages directly caused by an employee, agent, 
or officer of the seizing agency under the terms of the landlord and 
tenant's contract are subrogated to the seizing agency.  [2025 c 306 s 
3.]

Application—Effective date—2025 c 306: See notes following RCW 
7.120.010.
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