RCW 70.41.570 Pregnant persons—Provision of emergency services.
When providing emergency services, hospitals shall provide treatment
to a pregnant person who comes to the hospital with an emergency
medical condition that is consistent with the applicable standard of
care for such condition or, if authorized by law, transfer the patient
to another hospital capable of providing the treatment, with the
informed consent of the patient. If termination of the pregnancy is
the treatment that is consistent with the applicable standard of care,
the hospital must provide such treatment following and as promptly as
dictated by the standard of care or, if authorized by law, transfer
the patient to another hospital capable of providing the treatment,
with the informed consent of the patient. Neither the continuation of
the pregnancy nor the health of any embryo or fetus shall be a basis
for withholding care from the pregnant person, and neither the
continuation of the pregnancy nor the health of any embryo or fetus
shall be prioritized over the health or safety of the pregnant person
absent the informed consent of the pregnant person. [2025 ¢ 182 s 2.]

Findings—2025 c 182: "The legislature finds that access to
reproductive health care is a long-established right in Washington
state. The people of Washington have repeatedly affirmed this right,
and it is the legislature's responsibility to ensure that our
residents have access to care that puts patients first regardless of
federal actions. Pregnant patients have been able to rely on federal
protections when they seek emergency medical care, but due to renewed
uncertainty at the federal level, the legislature must provide these
rights in state law so that pregnant patients in Washington state have
the strongest protections when seeking care. The legislature finds the
existing state law, including chapter 70.400 RCW, along with current
federal laws ensure that both physicians and hospitals have a shared
responsibility to deliver the highest quality of care to pregnant
patients to guarantee their legal access to all medically appropriate
options." [2025 ¢ 182 s 1.]

Effective date—2025 ¢ 182: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect immediately [April 29, 2025]." [2025 c 182 s 6.]
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