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RCW 74.31.005  Findings—Intent.  The center for disease control 
estimates that at least five million three hundred thousand Americans, 
approximately two percent of the United States population, currently 
have a long-term or lifelong need for help to perform activities of 
daily living as a result of a traumatic brain injury. Each year 
approximately one million four hundred thousand people in this 
country, including children, sustain traumatic brain injuries as a 
result of a variety of causes including falls, motor vehicle injuries, 
being struck by an object, or as a result of an assault and other 
violent crimes, including domestic violence. Additionally, there are 
significant numbers of veterans who sustain traumatic brain injuries 
as a result of their service in the military.

Prevention and the provision of appropriate supports and services 
in response to traumatic brain injury are consistent with the 
governor's executive order No. 10-01, "Implementing Health Reform the 
Washington Way," which recognizes protection of public health and the 
improvement of health status as essential responsibilities of the 
public health system.

Traumatic brain injury can cause a wide range of functional 
changes affecting thinking, sensation, language, or emotions. It can 
also cause epilepsy and increase the risk for conditions such as 
Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's disease, and other brain disorders 
that become more prevalent with age. The impact of a traumatic brain 
injury on the individual and family can be devastating.

The legislature recognizes that current programs and services are 
not funded or designed to address the diverse needs of this 
population. It is the intent of the legislature to develop a 
comprehensive plan to help individuals with traumatic brain injuries 
meet their needs. The legislature also recognizes the efforts of many 
in the private sector who are providing services and assistance to 
individuals with traumatic brain injuries. The legislature intends to 
bring together those in both the public and private sectors with 
expertise in this area to address the needs of this growing 
population.  [2011 c 143 s 1; 2007 c 356 s 1.]

Short title—2007 c 356: "This act may be known and cited as the 
Tommy Manning act." [2007 c 356 s 11.]
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RCW 74.31.010  Definitions.  The definitions in this section 
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise.

(1) "Department" means the department of social and health 
services.

(2) "Department of health" means the Washington state department 
of health created pursuant to RCW 43.70.020.

(3) "Secretary" means the secretary of social and health 
services.

(4) "Traumatic brain injury" means injury to the brain caused by 
physical trauma resulting from, but not limited to, incidents 
involving motor vehicles, sporting events, falls, and physical 
assaults. Documentation of traumatic brain injury shall be based on 
adequate medical history, neurological examination, mental status 
testing, or neuropsychological evaluation. A traumatic brain injury 
shall be of sufficient severity to result in impairments in one or 
more of the following areas: Cognition; language memory; attention; 
reasoning; abstract thinking; judgment; problem solving; sensory, 
perceptual, and motor abilities; psychosocial behavior; physical 
functions; or information processing. The term does not apply to brain 
injuries that are congenital or degenerative, or to brain injuries 
induced by birth trauma.

(5) "Traumatic brain injury account" means the account 
established under RCW 74.31.060.

(6) "Council" means the Washington traumatic brain injury 
strategic partnership advisory council created under RCW 74.31.020. 
[2007 c 356 s 2.]

Short title—2007 c 356: See note following RCW 74.31.005.

RCW 74.31.020  Washington traumatic brain injury strategic 
partnership advisory council—Members—Expenses—Appointment—Duties. 
(1) The Washington traumatic brain injury strategic partnership 
advisory council is established as an advisory council to the 
governor, the legislature, and the secretary of the department of 
social and health services.

(2) The council shall be composed of:
(a) The following members who shall be appointed by the governor:
(i) A representative from a Native American tribe located in 

Washington state;
(ii) Two representatives from a nonprofit organization serving 

individuals with traumatic brain injury;
(iii) An individual with expertise in working with children with 

traumatic brain injuries;
(iv) A physician who has experience working with individuals with 

traumatic brain injuries;
(v) A neuropsychologist who has experience working with persons 

with traumatic brain injuries;
(vi) A social worker or clinical psychologist who has experience 

in working with persons who have sustained traumatic brain injuries;
(vii) A rehabilitation specialist, such as a speech pathologist, 

vocational rehabilitation counselor, occupational therapist, or 
physical therapist who has experience working with persons with 
traumatic brain injuries;
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(viii) Two persons who are individuals with a traumatic brain 
injury;

(ix) Two persons who are family members of individuals with 
traumatic brain injuries; and

(x) Two members of the public who have experience with issues 
related to the causes of traumatic brain injuries; and

(b) The following agency members:
(i) The secretary or the secretary's designee, and 

representatives from the following: The division of behavioral health 
and recovery services, the aging and disability services 
administration, and the division of vocational rehabilitation;

(ii) The secretary of health or the secretary's designee;
(iii) The secretary of corrections or the secretary's designee;
(iv) The secretary of children, youth, and families or the 

secretary's designee;
(v) A representative of the department of commerce with expertise 

in housing;
(vi) A representative from the Washington state department of 

veterans affairs;
(vii) A representative from the national guard; and
(viii) The executive director of the Washington protection and 

advocacy system or the executive director's designee.
(3) Councilmembers shall not be compensated for serving on the 

council, but may be reimbursed for all reasonable expenses related to 
costs incurred in participating in meetings for the council.

(4) No member may serve more than two consecutive terms.
(5) The appointed members of the council shall, to the extent 

possible, represent rural and urban areas of the state.
(6) A chairperson shall be elected every two years by majority 

vote from among the councilmembers. The chairperson shall act as the 
presiding officer of the council.

(7) The duties of the council include:
(a) Collaborating with the department to develop and revise as 

needed a comprehensive statewide plan to address the needs of 
individuals with traumatic brain injuries;

(b) Providing recommendations to the department on criteria to be 
used to select programs facilitating support groups for individuals 
with traumatic brain injuries and their families under RCW 74.31.050;

(c) By January 15, 2013, and every two years thereafter, 
developing a report in collaboration with the department and 
submitting it to the legislature and the governor on the following:

(i) Identifying the activities of the council in the 
implementation of the comprehensive statewide plan;

(ii) Recommendations for the revisions to the comprehensive 
statewide plan;

(iii) Recommendations for using the traumatic brain injury 
account established under RCW 74.31.060 to form strategic partnerships 
and to foster the development of services and supports for individuals 
impacted by traumatic brain injuries; and

(iv) Recommendations for a council staffing plan for council 
support under RCW 74.31.030.

(8) The council may utilize the advice or services of a 
nationally recognized expert, or other individuals as the council 
deems appropriate, to assist the council in carrying out its duties 
under this section.  [2019 c 181 s 3; 2018 c 58 s 55; 2011 c 143 s 2; 
2007 c 356 s 3.]
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Effective date—2018 c 58: See note following RCW 28A.655.080.
Short title—2007 c 356: See note following RCW 74.31.005.

RCW 74.31.030  Staff support—Department powers and duties—
Comprehensive plan.  (1) In response to council recommendations 
developed pursuant to RCW 74.31.020, the department shall include in 
the comprehensive statewide plan a staffing plan for providing 
adequate support for council activities for positions funded by the 
traumatic brain injury account established in RCW 74.31.060 and 
designate at least one staff person who shall be responsible for the 
following:

(a) Coordinating policies, programs, and services for individuals 
with traumatic brain injuries; and

(b) Providing staff support to the council created in RCW 
74.31.020.

(2) The department shall provide data and information to the 
council established under RCW 74.31.020 that is requested by the 
council and is in the possession or control of the department.

(3) The department shall implement, within funds appropriated for 
this specific purpose, the comprehensive statewide plan to address the 
needs of individuals impacted by traumatic brain injuries, including 
the use of public-private partnerships and a public awareness 
campaign. The comprehensive plan should be created in collaboration 
with the council and should consider the following:

(a) Building provider capacity and provider training;
(b) Improving the coordination of services;
(c) The feasibility of establishing agreements with private 

sector agencies or tribal governments to develop services for 
individuals with traumatic brain injuries; and

(d) Other areas the council deems appropriate.
(4) The department shall:
(a) Assure that information and referral services are provided to 

individuals with traumatic brain injuries. The referral services may 
be funded from the traumatic brain injury account established under 
RCW 74.31.060;

(b) Encourage and facilitate the following:
(i) Collaboration among state agencies that provide services to 

individuals with traumatic brain injuries;
(ii) Collaboration among organizations and entities that provide 

services to individuals with traumatic brain injuries; and
(iii) Community participation in program implementation; and
(c) Have the authority to accept, expend, or retain any gifts, 

bequests, contributions, or grants from private persons or private and 
public agencies to carry out the purpose of this chapter.  [2011 c 143 
s 3; 2010 1st sp.s. c 37 s 943; 2007 c 356 s 4.]

Effective date—2010 1st sp.s. c 37: See note following RCW 
13.06.050.

Short title—2007 c 356: See note following RCW 74.31.005.

RCW 74.31.040  Public awareness campaign.  In collaboration with 
the council, the department shall conduct a public awareness campaign 
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that utilizes funding from the traumatic brain injury account to 
leverage a private advertising campaign to persuade Washington 
residents to be aware and concerned about the issues facing 
individuals with traumatic brain injuries through all forms of media 
including internet, television, radio, and print. The public awareness 
campaign must also include information on the availability and 
benefits of in-person peer support groups, community integration 
programs, and other services designed to assist individuals with 
traumatic brain injuries and their families.  [2025 c 364 s 3; 2011 c 
143 s 4; 2007 c 356 s 5.]

Finding—2025 c 364: See note following RCW 46.63.110.
Short title—2007 c 356: See note following RCW 74.31.005.

RCW 74.31.050  Support group programs—Funding—Recommendations. 
(1) The department shall provide funding from the traumatic brain 
injury account established by RCW 74.31.060 to programs that 
facilitate support groups to individuals with traumatic brain injuries 
and their families.

(2) The department shall use a request for proposal process to 
select the programs to receive funding. The council shall provide 
recommendations to the department on the criteria to be used in 
selecting the programs.

(3) At least 30 percent of the annual expenditures from the 
traumatic brain injury account must be allocated to in-person support 
groups and community integration activities. The department shall 
ensure that funds dedicated to in-person support groups, the expansion 
of structured programs that facilitate direct peer-to-peer connection 
for individuals and family members impacted by traumatic brain 
injuries, and community integration programs prioritize peer 
engagement and are not disproportionately allocated to virtual-only 
support structures or other department-affiliated programs that do 
not. The council shall review and approve annual funding proposals for 
in-person support and community integration programs to ensure 
transparency and adherence to legislative intent. The department shall 
make every effort to disburse the incremental revenue that is the 
result of the fee under RCW 46.63.110(7)(c) or federal funds under RCW 
74.31.060(2) in a diverse manner to include rural areas of the state. 
[2025 c 364 s 4; 2011 c 143 s 5; 2007 c 356 s 6.]

Finding—2025 c 364: See note following RCW 46.63.110.
Short title—2007 c 356: See note following RCW 74.31.005.

RCW 74.31.060  Traumatic brain injury account.  (1) The traumatic 
brain injury account is created in the state treasury. The fee imposed 
under RCW 46.63.110(7)(c) must be deposited into the account. Except 
for the 2025-2027 fiscal biennium, when the treasurer shall transfer 
$1,111,000 to the general fund—state, moneys in the account may be 
spent only after appropriation, and may be used only to support the 
activities in the statewide traumatic brain injury comprehensive plan, 
to provide a public awareness campaign and services relating to 
traumatic brain injury under RCW 74.31.040 and 74.31.050, for 
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information and referral services, and for costs of required 
department staff who are providing support for the council under RCW 
74.31.020 and 74.31.030. Additionally, at least 30 percent of the 
annual expenditures from the account must be for in-person support 
groups and community integration activities that promote social 
connections between individuals impacted by traumatic brain injury. 
The secretary of the department of social and health services shall 
administer the funds in alignment with the priorities outlined in this 
section and ensure compliance with all allocation requirements. The 
department must make every effort to disburse the incremental revenue 
that is the result of the fee increased under RCW 46.63.110(7)(c) in a 
diverse manner to include rural areas of the state.

(2) The department shall proactively seek, apply for, and secure 
federal funding opportunities, including but not limited to grants 
available through the administration for community living and other 
federal programs. These efforts must be conducted in coordination with 
the council and in alignment with the council's mission and 
priorities. Federal funds obtained pursuant to this subsection must 
supplement the fee amounts collected pursuant to RCW 46.63.110(7)(c) 
and must be deposited into the traumatic brain injury account. The 
department shall ensure that any federal funds received enhance, 
rather than supplant, existing state funding dedicated to in-person 
support groups, community integration activities, and peer-to-peer 
recovery initiatives.

(3) A minimum of 30 percent of the annual fee revenue collected 
under RCW 46.63.110(7)(c) must be used exclusively for:

(a) Establishing and maintaining peer led and community-based in-
person support groups for individuals with a traumatic brain injury 
and their families;

(b) Developing structured skills-building programs designed to 
promote social integration and functional recovery for individuals of 
all ages, including pediatric-focused initiatives;

(c) Supporting initiatives that provide direct peer-to-peer 
mentoring and navigation assistance for newly injured individuals and 
their families, including hospital-to-community transition support; 
and

(d) Ensuring equitable access to support groups and community-
based programs across urban and rural regions.  [2025 c 424 s 981; 
2025 c 364 s 5; 2019 c 181 s 2; 2011 c 143 s 6; 2010 1st sp.s. c 37 s 
944; 2007 c 356 s 7.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2025 c 364 s 5 and by 
2025 c 424 s 981, each without reference to the other. Both amendments 
are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—2025 c 424: See note following RCW 9.46.100.
Finding—2025 c 364: See note following RCW 46.63.110.
Effective date—2010 1st sp.s. c 37: See note following RCW 

13.06.050.
Short title—2007 c 356: See note following RCW 74.31.005.
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RCW 74.31.070  Statewide response to traumatic brain injuries 
suffered by domestic violence survivors—Recommendations—Educational 
handout—Website.  (1) The department, in consultation with the 
council and at least one representative of a community-based domestic 
violence program and one medical professional with experience treating 
survivors of domestic violence, shall develop recommendations to 
improve the statewide response to traumatic brain injuries suffered by 
domestic violence survivors. In developing recommendations, the 
department may consider the creation of an educational handout, to be 
updated on a periodic basis, regarding traumatic brain injury to be 
provided to victims of domestic violence. The handout may include the 
information and screening tool described in subsection (2) of this 
section.

(2)(a) The department, in consultation with the council, shall 
establish and recommend or develop content for a statewide website for 
victims of domestic violence to include:

(i) An explanation of the potential for domestic abuse to lead to 
traumatic brain injury;

(ii) Information on recognizing cognitive, behavioral, and 
physical symptoms of traumatic brain injury as well as potential 
impacts to a person's emotional well-being and mental health;

(iii) A self-screening tool for traumatic brain injury; and
(iv) Recommendations for persons with traumatic brain injury to 

help address or cope with the injury.
(b) The department must update the website created under this 

subsection on a periodic basis.  [2019 c 110 s 1.]
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